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' Craig Ott, Professor of Mission and Intercultural Studies at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, notes the tendency

toward pragmatism by North American evangelical missiologists and missionaries in his concluding chapter, “Missionary
Methods: The Questions that Still Dog Us,” in Missionary Methods: Research, Reflections, and Realities (Evangelical
Missiological Society 21; eds. Craig Ott and J.D. Payne; Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library, 2013), 197-200.

2 For an introduction to these two strategies and an example of this kind of literature, see Jerry Trousdale, Miraculous

Movements: How Hundreds of Thousands of Muslims are Falling in Love with Jesus (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2012). I
believe these techniques are better regarded as methods of evangelism rather than church planting or discipleship, per se.

* I have consulted the “Form of Agreement” as found online in “The Serampore Form of Agreement,” Baptist Quarterly 12/5

(1947): 125-38 (http://biblicalstudies.org.uk/pdf/bq/12-05 125.pdf). This anonymous mid-twentieth-century article introduces the
A



http://biblicalstudies.org.uk/pdf/bq/12-05_125.pdf).
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Serampore mission station, church, and nine signers of the SFA. For William Ward as author of the SFA, see also A. Christopher Smith,
“The Legacy of William Ward and Joshua and Hannah Marshman,” International Bulletin of Missionary Research (1999): 125-26.

4 Ward and Marshman, the latter with his wife Hannah, joined Carey in 1799. (Smith, “Legacy,” 120). Ward had been a

newspaper editor and social reformer in Britain both before and after his conversion. The standard popular biography of Carey is
Timothy George, Faithful Witness: The Life and Mission of William Carey (Birmingham, AL: New Hope, 1991).

> Brian Stanley called the SFA the “covenantal basis for the Serampore mission community” in his article, “Planting Self-

Governing Churches: British Baptist Ecclesiology in the Missionary Context,” Baptist Quarterly 34/8 (1992): 379
(http://biblicalstudies.org.uk/pdf/bq/34-8 378.pdf). According to Stanley, the SFA and its principles were jettisoned by a new
generation of Baptist Missionary Society missionaries even within Carey’s lifetime. See also, Brian Stanley, The History of the
Baptist Missionary Society, 1792-1992 (Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1992).

6 I offer widow burning as one example of a social injustice opposed by Carey and other BMS missionaries. For William

Carey, in particular, as a social reformer, see Vishal Mangalwadi and Ruth Mangalwadi, The Legacy of William Carey: A Model
for the Transformation of a Culture (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1999) and Chakravarthy R. Zadda, “Shoemaker and
Missionary, William Carey: A Dalit Christian Perspective,” in Expect Great Things, Attempt Great Things: William Carey and
Adoniram Judson, Missionary Pioneers (ed. Allen Yeh and Chris Chun; Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 2013), 27-41.

ﬂ
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7 Both Ward and Marshman authored books on Hinduism for Western readers, the latter’s work being more focused than

Ward’s was on a Christian critique and response. See Smith, “Legacy,” 126.

8 For a positive assessment of Carey as an early missiologist, including as a scholar of Indian culture, literature, and

history, see Timothy C. Tennent, “William Carey as a Missiologist: An Assessment,” in Expect Great Things, Attempt Great
Things: William Carey and Adoniram Judson, Missionary Pioneers (ed. Allen Yeh and Chris Chun; Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock,
2013), 15-26, esp. 20-23. See also Mangalwadi and Mangalwadi.

°  While this point only provides the caveat, “as far as we are able,” the sixth point ends with, “We can never make

sacrifices too great when the eternal salvation of souls is the object, except, indeed, we sacrifice the commands of Christ.”
Therefore, I have interpreted this point to also refer to one’s biblically-informed moral scruples.

1% We should remember here that Carey is still lauded by Indians, especially those of lower castes, as a social reformer and

critic of certain cultural norms and practices. The Serampore crew tried to walk a middle way, compelled by love, of both cultural
accommodation and public critique of sinful norms a /a Paul Hiebert’s theory of “critical contextualization.” See esp. Hiebert,
Anthropological Insights for Missionaries (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1985).

" On the cross-cultural ministry practices of Moravian missionaries in the colonies of Pennsylvania and New York in the

latter half of the eighteenth century, see Travis L. Myers, “Mission as ‘Peaceable Strangers’” (unpublished paper) and Rachel
Wheeler, To Live Upon Hope: Mohicans and Missionaries in the Eighteenth-Century Northeast (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University
Press, 2008).
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12 The document states, “It was the proclaiming of these doctrines that made the Reformation from Popery in the time of

Luther spread with such rapidity. It was these truths which filled the sermons of the most useful men in the eighteenth century.”

1 Ward wrote in his journal while aboard an American ship bound for India in 1799, “Thank you, ye Moravians: you have

done me good. If I am ever a missionary worth a straw, I shall owe it to you under our Savior.” See Smith, “Legacy,” 122.

" Other things said to “become” the missionary are 1) taking every opportunity to evangelize (in the first principle); 2)

shunning haughty behavior and speech (sixth principle); and 3) establishing schools so that Indian children might learn the liberal
arts and sciences (ninth principle). By 1885 Christian missionaries in British India had established or worked to maintain 1,628
schools (Tennent, “William Carey as a Missiologist,” 21). Ward claims in the ninth point that the establishment of Christian
schools would gradually prepare Indian society to be “born at once” sometime in the distant future as a Christian country, alluding
to Isaiah 66:8.
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5 Like the members of the British Baptist Missionary Society, US American missionaries represent a global empire

whether they realize it or want to. They must listen, with respect, to the critiques of American foreign policy, of economic
globalization, and even of democracy itself that some, including Christians, in other parts of the world will make to their hearing.
Missionaries should not allow their political convictions, culture-warring assumptions from “back home,” or an unreflective
patriotism to hinder any rapport building, communication of Christ, or even refinement of their own view of the world and
Christian faith.

'® " For an introduction to the important topic of evangelizing and making disciples of oral or oral-preference learners, see

https://bibleandmission.redcliffe.org/resources/bible-and-orality/ or the works of M. David Sills.
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17" Carey wrote presciently in his Enquiry — and in application of good biblical theology — that one advantage native

evangelists would have over missionaries from elsewhere is that unbelievers would be able to recognize the difference Christ has
made in the lives of native converts since their conversion. See Travis L. Myers, “Tracing a Theology of the Kingdom of God in

William Carey’s Enquiry: A Case Study in Complex Mission Motivation as Component of ‘Missionary Spirituality’,” Missiology:
An International Review 40/1 (2012), 37-47.

8 For an introduction to Hannah Marshman (d. 1847) as the “mother of the Serampore mission,” see Smith, “Legacy,”

esp. 122-24.

' For the most comprehensive study of the history of US American women in missions, and their changing roles and

statuses, see Dana L. Robert, American Women in Mission: A Social History of their Thought and Practice (Macon, GA: Mercer
University Press, 1997).

2 Stanley notes the caste system complicated things for missionaries since low-caste Indians would seck protection and

support from missionaries and mission stations through religious conversion (Stanley, “Planting,” 383).
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2l For a brief survey of Carey’s contribution to the social amelioration of the Dalit community and Indian women, see

Zadda, “Shoemaker and Missionary,” 36-41. See also Ruth Mangalwadi, “William Carey: A Tribute by an Indian Woman,” in
Vishal and Ruth Mangalwadi, The Legacy of William Carey (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1999), 27-48.

22 Serampore College was established in 1818 for the vernacular training (in the Bengali language) of Indians for ministry,

but succumbed to pressure for English-language instruction for secular employment by the 1840s, losing, with Bengali, an
evangelistic emphasis as well (Stanley, “Planting,” 379-80).

3 For instruction and insight regarding cross-cultural and global partnerships in missions today, see Paul Borthwick,

Western Christians in Global Mission: What's the Role of the North American Church? (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Books, 2012).
For a multi-faceted theological and practical rationale for Westerners to remain a part of pioneer church planting missions, see
D.A. Carson, “Conclusion: Ongoing Imperative for World Mission,” in Martin 1. Klauber and Scott M. Manetsch, The Great
Commission: Evangelicals and the History of World Missions (Nashville, TN: B&H Academic, 2008), 176-95.
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¥ See the two collections of essays by Andrew F. Walls that have been hugely influential on the field of missiology,

especially the history of missions: The Missionary Movement in Christian History: Studies in Transmission of Faith (Maryknoll,
NY: Orbis, 1996) and The Cross-Cultural Process in Christian History: Studies in Transmission and Appropriation of Faith
(Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 2002).

»  Stanley notes the Anglican Venn actually “drew much of his inspiration from the commitment of nonconformist

missions to implement on the mission field what they practised at home: the planting of genuinely autonomous churches” (citing
C. Peter Williams, The Ideal of the Self-Governing Church: A Study in Victorian Missionary Strategy [Leiden: Brill, 1990]) in
Stanley, “Planting,” 379.

% Problematic is the fact that the SFA omits any explicit reference to a time when this missionary supervision may

terminate.

7 Myers, “Tracing a Theology of the Kingdom of God,” 43 (citing Carey’s Enquiry, 69-70).

% For example, this video produced by Act Beyond makes this claim, as well as other false dichotomies:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DLISJKK8 oY.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DLl5JKK8_oY.
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¥ The SFA also reads, “[the missionary of the district] will constantly superintend their affairs, give them advice in cases

of order and discipline, and correct any errors into which they may fall; and who, joying and beholding their order, and the
stedfastness [sic] of their faith in Christ, may direct his efforts continually to the planting of new churches in other places, and to
the spread of the gospel in his district, to the utmost of his power.” Here Ward and the rest of the Serampore crew might seem to
have committed what Steve Saint has called “the great omission” in his book, The Great Omission: Fulfilling Christ’s
Commission Completely (Seattle, WA: YWAM, 2001). That is, rather than enlist young churches among newly reached people
groups to be a part of cross-cultural missions to those people groups still unreached, Western missionaries have often assumed
pioneer missions to be their own exclusive task in a “West reaching the rest” mentality. However, recent research has
demonstrated that Indian Christians trained by the Serampore crew were sent to evangelize and plant churches among both Hindu
and Muslim peoples in present day Pakistan, Nepal, and Bangladesh. See James Ryan West, “William Carey, William Ward, and
Islam: Evangelizing Bengali Muslims, 1793-1813” (PhD diss., The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2014).

30 Carey was a linguist, translator, and professor, primarily; Ward a writer, administrator, and printer; while Marshman

was a school teacher, evangelist, and pastor. See Mangalwadi and Mangalwadi, The Legacy of William Carey; and Smith,
“Legacy.”

31 See John Piper, A Peculiar Glory: How the Christian Scriptures Reveal Their Complete Truthfulness (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2016).

32 I have inserted dashes for the sake of clarity. Insight into the spirituality and theology of William Ward is afforded us in

his, Reflections on the Word of God for Every Day in the Year (London: Simpken and Marshall, 1825; Orig., Serampore, 1822).
Ward had just begun composing a treatise on the proper character of a missionary when he died (Smith, “Legacy,” 126).
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3 For an introduction to the history of Christianity in India and its current manifestations, see especially Robert Eric

Frykenberg, Christianity in India: From Beginnings to the Present (Oxford History of the Christian Church; Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2010). See also Frykenberg, “India,” in World History of Christianity (ed. Adrian Hastings; Grand Rapids, MI:
Eerdmans, 2000), 147-91; Kirsteen Kim and Sebastian C.H. Kim, Christianity as a World Religion (New York, NY: Bloomsbury
Academic, 2013); and Jason Mandryk, Operation World: The Definitive Prayer Guide to Every Nation (7™ ed; Downers Grove,
IL: IVP Books, 2010).

¥ Ttalics added for clarity. For a recent introduction to the practices of Christian spirituality, see David Mathis, Habits of

Grace: Enjoying Jesus through the Spiritual Disciplines (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2016).

3 Ott notes the exchange of “sound theological foundations” for “shortsighted quick fixes” and “the endless search for the

elusive ‘silver bullet’” as the first pitfall of a pragmatic approach to missions in his, “Missionary Methods,” 198.
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' David Owen [and Adnan Baidun], Sirat al-Masih: The Life of the Messiah in Classical Arabic with English Translation

(Global Publication, Atlanta, GA, 1992).

2 David Owen, “Project Sunrise Publication Report,” (Larnaca, Cyprus: np 1987), 5. The term ‘Muslim-friendly’ can

encompass a range of translational approaches, from highly-Islamized works, like the Sirat, to Bible translations used in Muslim-
majority areas which read more like an NIV or ESV than a KJV.
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> The ‘well-preserved’ or ‘well-guarded tablet’ is known as lawh mahfiiz in Arabic.

4 By definition, a Muslim Idiom Translation (MIT) is one, which uses Islamic terminology, Islamic-sounding literary

conventions, and Islamic thought patterns to render the meaning of the Bible in a manner more acceptable to the Muslim
reader/listener. Andy Clark of SIL defined an MIT this way: “Translations contextualised for M people groups in a way which
communicates best to them but often not to Western Christians or even traditional churches in the area, using e.g. ... “Non-literal
rendering of ‘Son of God.”” Andy Clark, “Exploring Muslim Idiom Translations,” PowerPoint Presentation IALPC (unpublished
document, 2011): Slide #7. The phrase ‘highly creative scripture use products’ comes from David Gray, “Translating for
Contextualized Faith Communities,” (unpublished document, 2010): 8.
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5 Owen, “Project Sunrise Report,” 11-12. A person whose correspondence was noted by Jeff Hayes, who worked with

David Owen, stated the following: “David was a Fuller student in the late 70s. He heard about contextualization and decided to
attend mosque and acquire an insider understanding of Islam.” Anonymous, (unpublished document distributed by Jeff Hayes,
2004). In his “A Jesus Movement Within Islam,” under his initials D.O., David Owen talks about a sixteen-year “mission
pilgrimage.” That would coincide with a beginning around 1975 when he was in attendance at Fuller Seminary. Interconnect 5
(1991): 12-27 [12]. Although this article was attributed only to ‘D.O.” two independent sources have confirmed David Owen’s
authorship. To date, Owen has not responded to this author for final verification.

®  Charles Kraft, “Distinctive Religious Barriers to Outside Penetration,” in Media in Islamic Culture, C.R. Shumaker ed.

(Clearwater, FL: International Christian Broadcasters and Wheaton, IL: Evangelical Literature Overseas 1974) and his “Dynamic
Equivalence Churches in Muslim Society,” in The Gospel and Islam: A 1978 Compendium, Don M. McCurry ed., 114-128
(Monrovia, CA: MARC, 1979).

7 Forwarded confidential e-mail dated 2001.

8 This person will be referred to as ‘SAM3,” and is a living person who has been in correspondence with the author.

®  Owen, “Jesus Movement,” 23.

' Phil Parshall, New Paths in Muslim Evangelism: Evangelical Approaches to Contextualization (Grand Rapids, MI:

Baker Book House, 1980). The official thesis title was “A Contextualized Approach to Muslim Evangelization.” Note the
parallels between Henry Riggs' 1941 article “Shall We Try Unbeaten Paths in Working for Moslems?” The Muslim World 31, no.
2 (April 1941):116-126; and that of Parshall and Owen's work.

"' Parshall, New Paths, 59..
Owen, “Jesus Movement,”13.
B In his “The Approach to Moslems,” Moslem World 16, no. 3 (July 1926): 272-274.

Owen, “Project Sunrise Report,” 3, 11.
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5 Ibid, 21. Owen cites Kenneth Cragg’s opinion that the document was originally produced by Constance Padwick.

'® Ibid, 3. David Owen also delineated his views on ‘staying inside of Islam’ in his “Jesus Movement,” 16. Note the

parallels between this phrase and one spoken by Charles Kraft in 1974 “that we bend every effort towards stimulating a faith
renewal movement within Islam” in his “Psychological Stress Factors among Muslims,” Media in Islamic Culture, 143.

7" Ibid, 3, and repeated verbatim in his “Jesus Movement,” 27. In his “Jesus Movement,” (13-14) Owen suggests that the

language of conversion should be erased from missionary vocabulary. This also manifested itself at the pro Insider Movement,
Common Ground Consultation of 2009 in Atlanta, where it was almost one of the first items of the agenda.

'8 Owen, “Project Sunrise Report,”11. The ‘Hayes’ document also mentions “unofficial support” from the Bible Societies,

but the extent is unknown.

' Both persons have asked to remain anonymous and hereafter will be referred to as ‘SAM1’ and ‘SAM4.” ‘SAM4’ had

already advocated using “Islamic thought forms” in outreach to Muslims in the 1970s. Over a period of time ‘SAM4’ observed
Owen’s ministry. He described himself as a ‘friend and advisor’ and attested to Owen’s departure from the Christian faith.
‘SAM4’ telephone conversation with author, July 1, 2016.

» Owen, “Project Sunrise Report,” 7. Officially it was entitled Sirat-ul-Masih bi-lisan ‘arabi fasih [The Life of the

Messiah in a Classical Arabic tongue] (Laranca, Cyprus: Izdihar Ltd., 1987). According to Owen, the Sirat used John Calvin
Reid’s His Story: A Chronological Account of the Life of Jesus from Good News for Modern Man (Waco, TX: Word, 1973) as its
inspiration. Another life of Christ for Muslim readers is Dennis E. Clark, The Life and Teaching of Jesus the Messiah [Sirat-ul-
Masih, Isa, Ibn Maryam] (Elgin, IL: Dove Publications 1977). The Lord's Prayer in Clark's version, very much unlike Owen's
rendition reads, “Our Heavenly Father, may your name be honored...” (p. 53). Whether he was aware of it or not, Owen's
Islamized Diatessaron already had a precedent from the Muslim scholar Ibrahtm al-Biqa ‘1 (d. 1460). According to Walid Saleh,
he had used the Torah and the four Gospels, but especially Matthew to produce the ‘first instance of an Islamic Diatessaron.”
Walid Saleh and Kevin Casey, “An Islamic Diatessaron: Al-Biqa‘1‘s Harmony of the Four Gospels,” Translating the Bible into
Arabic: historical, text-critical, and literary aspects, Sara Binay and Stefan Leder eds., 85-116 (Beirut: Orient-Institut Beirut,
2012).

2l In PDF form: http://www.jesus-for-all.net/islamic_books/pdf 0051.pdf or

https://www.dropbox.com/s/5e48dppnu2xigSr/Owen%20Sirat%201987%20Arabic.pdf?d1=0
2 https://www.dropbox.com/s/jeommjtkvhw8]15/Owen-Sirat%20comparative%20chart%20with%20NASB.doc?d1=0

v
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B Owen, “Project Sunrise Report,” 4.

2% Ibid, 3. In his “Jesus Movements,” 18; he states, “The use of traditional ecclesiastical language, or even a neutral

approach, WILL NOT support a Jesus movement [within Islam].” (Emphasis in original.)

He envisions that the believers within this movement will be called Muslimun Isawiyun (singular-Muslim Isawi) and that
they would not have a problem reciting the shahada or Islamic confession of faith (p. 19). It is important to note that in Islamic
theology the genre of biography (Ar. Sirat) is not viewed as divinely-inspired literature. Thus, the Owen Sirat could have the
side effect of taking the content of the Gospels out of the realm of Biblical inspiration and consequently diminish its
authority.

3 An example of an Islamic life of Jesus as a prophet is Ibn 'Asakir al-Dimashqi (d. 1176) Sirat Al-Sayyid Al-Masih. The
naming of places such as Jerusalem or Galilee where the chapter was ‘revealed’ approximates Islamic occasions of revelation
(Ar. asbab al-nuzul) or the circumstances in which a particular sura of the Qur’an was sent down. Subtly, this can imply to the
readers of the Sirat that Biblical inspiration and qur’anic inspiration are roughly the same. Cf. Samuel Schlorff, Missiological
Models in Ministry to Muslims (Upper Darby, PA: Middle East Resources, 2006), 45-46.

% David Owen, “Project Sunrise,” Seedbed 1, no. 4 (1986); David Owen, “Project Sunrise, Principles, Description and

Terminology,” Seedbed 2 (1987); David Owen, “A Classification System for Styles of Arabic Bible Translations,” Seedbed 3, no.
1 (1988): 8-10. For reactions to it, see Samuel Schlorff, “Feedback on Project Sunrise (Sira): A Look at ‘Dynamic Equivalence’
in an Islamic Context,” Seedbed 2 (1987): 22-32.

77 Yssues 1-9 were published from 1989-1993. Daniel Johnson [pseud.], “Towards a Contextualized Ministry Among

Muslims,” Melanesian Journal of Theology 20, no. 2 (2004), 50; repeats this article almost verbatim at many points. It includes a
quote about ‘Spirit-led’ harvesters, similar to that of Owen. Owen’s article defends the philosophical basis for those Muslims
who become believers in Jesus, somehow, to stay firmly embedded in their religion of Islam, their Islamic community and their
Islamic practices. This is very much a seminal document for the Insider Movement, and not coincidentally, many of the players
who endorsed Owen's Sirat endorse the Insider Movement. Here again, Owen is not completely original, and again, his
‘grandfather’ Henry Riggs had suggested already in 1938 that “the ultimate hope of bringing Christ to the Moslems is to be
attained by the development of groups of followers of Jesus who are active in making Him known to others while remaining
loyally a part of the social and political groups to which they belong in Islam.” Henry H. Riggs, ed., Near East Christian Council
Inquiry on the Evangelization of Moslems (Beirut: American Mission Press, 1938), 7.
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% “M.B.’ [pseud.], “Qur'anic Style in Sirat ul-Masih,” Seedbed 4 (1990): np. [3rd out of 4 pages]. Also his “The Lord's
Prayer in Smith-Van Dyke and Sirat al-Masih,” Seedbed 5 (1990): 52-4. In his doctoral thesis Beaumont appears to be far less
critical of the Sirat and justifies the removal of Father and Son under the rubric of “genuine dialogue.” Ivor Mark Beaumont,
“Christology in dialogue with Muslims: a critical analysis of Christian presentations of Christ for Muslims from the ninth and
twentieth centuries,” (PhD diss.: The Open University, 2002):249-50; 262. This thesis was reprinted as Ivor Mark Beaumont,
Christology in Dialogue with Muslims: A Critical Analysis of Christian Presentations of Christ for Muslims from the Ninth and
Twentieth Centuries (Bletchley: Paternoster, 2005).

¥ Owen, “Project Sunrise Report,” 2.

% For Brown's assertion see Rick Brown, “Part I and II: Explaining the Biblical Term 'Son (s) of God 'in Muslim

Contexts,” International Journal of Frontier Missions 22, no. 3 (Fall 2005): 91-96 and ibid. 22, no. 4 (Winter 2005):135-145.
Brown's arguments are repeated almost verbatim with an implicit defence of Muslim Idiom translation by Cynthia L. Miller-
Naude and Jacobus A. Naude, “Ideology and translation strategy in Muslim-sensitive Bible translations,” Neotestamentica 47, no.
1 (2013): 171-190.

3L Owen, “Project Sunrise Report,” 4.

32 Ibid, 5.
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3 Note the similarities of these instances with those of a document distributed by Milton Coke entitled “The Path” or

Siraat. The Word Document has these properties: Author- Milton Coke; Company-Global Partners for Development. Another
earlier unedited version of 2005 lists the author as Jeff Hayes and the Company as Global Partners for Development. The
implication of the hand of Jeff Hayes in both the Owen and Coke editions is very strong. Also see Adam Simnowitz’ article,
“Nine Reasons Why I Named Jeff Hayes as the Main Translator and Responsible Party for Al-Injil,” (March 7/2016). Online:
http://biblicalmissiology.org/2016/03/07/nine-reasons-why-i-named-jeff-hayes-as-the-main-translator-and-responsible-party-for-
al-injil/

¥ The citation reads: (Atlanta: Global Publications). This appears to be the copyright holder somehow, yet Owen did
withdraw permission to publish. Curiously, this publisher is based in Atlanta, Georgia with the name ‘Global,” and Milton Coke's
‘Global Partners for Development’ also uses the term ‘Global’ and is based in Tucker, Georgia.

3 Forwarded e-mail of March 7, 2016.

3 Personal correspondence from ‘D. H.’ to Rick Brown, commenting on Brown's “‘Son of God” and “Son of Man™:

Exegesis and Translation,” (unpublished document, February/March 2000).

7" Sam Schlorff, “The Translational Model for Mission in Resistant Muslim Society: A Critique and an Alternative,”

Missiology 28, no. 3 (J1 2000), 311. Schlorff cites the Moroccan paper, al-'Alam, April 2, 1989. Also, see his Missiological
Methods, (2006), 46.

3% Phil Parshall, “Lessons Learned in Contextualization,” in Muslims and Christians on the Emmaus Road, J. Dudley

Woodberry ed. (Monrovia, CA: MARC, 1989), 264.

3% Phil Parshall, “Approaches to Muslims,” Lecture Notes Columbia ICS, MIS 6071, July 25-29, 2011. Parshall is likely
referring to Owen's “Jesus Movement,” 23-24 where he suggests that creating a heretical group within Islam is better than them
Y¢
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remaining non-Christians. Charles Kraft in personal correspondence to this author, remarks, “I observe that any new approach
will probably include some heresy--albeit with a move towards orthodoxy as soon as possible.” Dated March 30, 2015.

0" This is detailed in a circular prayer letter dated 9/8/01 [Names withheld]. The information was further corroborated by

‘SAM4’ in a July 1/2016 telephone call with the author.

41 Sirat subsection “The Lily”: 7-10 with the English from the 1992 Arabic—English edition. It is noteworthy that Arabic
versions of the Diatessaron retain ‘Father’ in the Lord’s Prayer, whereas Owen does not. See Hope Hogg, The Diatessaron of

Tatian, 67. Online: http://www.documentacatholicaomnia.eu/03d/0112-
0185, Tatianus_Syriacus, Diatesseron [Schaff], EN.pdf
)

Owen, “Jesus Movement,” 18.

“ The Arabic word for prayer, but in Islam it is the technical term for Islamic prayers.

# Literally: ‘O God.” The holiness of God the Father is absent.

4 Remembering Allah is one of the primary commands of Islam.

% The Arabic word for religion, but Islam says it is ‘The Religion.’

47" This is an Islamic phrase quoted directly from the Qur’an 39:53.

" 4bii Muhammad al-Qasim/ alt. al-Qasim ibn Ibrahim al-Rassi, Radd ‘ala I-Nasdrd [A Retort to the Christians] as
quoted and translated by David Thomas, “The Bible in Early Muslim Anti-Christian Polemic,” Islam and Muslim-Christian
Relations 7 (1996): 36.

Yo


http://www.documentacatholicaomnia.eu/03d/0112-

— L o JLy )

u.f)[}bd)//) l.o;‘);[.m b/wrujb‘m/o)){og&;/)}}j (Ju.‘}})a(u/}low.o})))‘fy})a/’w_u/o);d_u
e o e 2 UYL b el ol 5 igSlo 55 1 5 o st g8 5 loileys 55 s 2557 S

SR bl 435 K00 AKG )0 S ) diwls o 1D
2,8 305500, bl pd G yoguas > oS 1y bl Feo) Jlo o Giiliwgd 4 (gl gl asl jo p e jlons bl o ygele S

e QS 4 Wl e) QST oaled )] w5 s 4 S8 o s 13 53 5 S s ol (e o
Lty (eelS oMol 1 oy 5 115 oo 5315 op2l3 (55l CBli dy S8 5 paw by caslio S 5 55 & (35 oL

replys doldl e (glo dor 5 g 4 lo 39 (5Ll iome ol jloa g 9 398 SUSE Mg (o0 i IS (o0
™l

Olids 0 gy pglle yaie o wg 48 i an ]y alod das g cplaS o)l o kbl Cogean SHle b pasid il

S psmn il e, 8 s ol 55 Col oMl S 4y (651 4 (Vo +A) e ez o ine SIS T €and o

23,5 ol ooy o 93 058 o zen o SSeS HIS l (sl & e 3,8 el |y S ) ax3s Liles Frontiers

S wlgniy WBT 5 b 5l s 6)Y sl bacl 2,5 S8 Lzalas 2 oMbl (6,500 muio g jl g (el 5l e
6[.% A M 9 A d>g wb Frontiers .‘awy W Lsz’ Ao e PL«J’ LY re)lb )5lg Lol [ATY) °39)9.» qu JENESY] )lf

lriles &5 G o)Ll ad Cabpl Ll 53 4edSl sl 3o)b Sl (2glle bawgi 0fgn Slude (sl ()Y Hhw 5 (Sl
Loy 45 32 0 Jitto Sty 5 3 gl o6 ualSl 3 dalSUl sl & Lot s 2l Frontiers L «

oS il 1 ;53 slead plo Vil

OS5y Gl e (sl 50 e 5 gl Sy T3l & yaie 055 ol gl WYCHiffe/SIL 51 e )Y 5 ogly S,
ol Jb 3 adSllcols g 53 (pelle 5o (s 40 5 cnlCudly gl 355 o ol Sl leinib 45735 £l (ol Ao ) juy 554

¥ Circular e-mail of 9/8/01 regarding Owen. (Names of correspondents withheld).

50 Mark Beaumont e-mail to author, January 28, 2014.

U See: http://www.al-kalima.com/translation_project.html

52 Personal and private e-mail of March 2015. In an e-mail dated, September 8, 2015, David Harriman, detailed his

involvement in the The True Meaning of the Gospel of Christ:

As Chief Development Officer for Frontiers, I was responsible for the fundraising effort that raised nearly $215,000 for the
True Meaning of the Gospel of Christ, a new Arabic translation of the Gospels and Acts, with companion commentary, led by a
Middle Eastern member of Frontiers [i.e. https://www.frontiersusa.org/]. Because the salient and distinguishing features of this
translation — the removal of all instances of “Father" in relation to God, the selective removal of “Son" in relation to Jesus
Christ, and the effective redefinition of "Son of God” by the insertion of qualifying, parenthetical statements within the text —
were not disclosed to me, this information was withheld from the nearly 600 donors who funded this translation, and the
thousands more who were solicited.

David Harriman, email message to Adam Simnowitz cited in his “Muslim Idiom Translation: Assessing So-Called
Scripture Translation For Muslim Audiences With A Look Into Its Origins In Eugene A. Nida's Theories Of Dynamic
Equivalence And Cultural Anthropology,” RES 7972 Intercultural and Muslim Studies Integrative Seminar, Columbia
International University, (2015): 11, n25.

33 Rick Brown publicly advocated for the True Meaning as he said it uses “the true language of the readers rather than

loanwords that are misunderstood and expressions that sound awkward and foreign” and that it “affirms the cultural identity of
the audience while clearly communicating the biblical worldview.” In his “Muslim and Christian scholars collaborate on ground-
breaking gospel translation and commentary,” A/bawaba News, June 4, 2008. Online: http://www.albawaba.com/news/muslim-
and-christian-scholars-collaborate-ground-breaking-gospel-translation-and-commentary Accessed 2015/11/24. Also, see the
“English translation of preliminary notes for True Meaning” which are Ciccarelli's from a larger document entitled “Final Order
of Lighthouse March 2008” (unpublished document, 2008). ‘Lighthouse’ was a pseudonym for True Meaning.
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" http://www.al-kalima.com/content/the-portfolio/scripture Accessed 2015/03/26.
% Ekram Lamie Hennawie and Emad Azmi Mikhail, “The Philosophy behind the Arabic Translation The True Meaning
of the Gospel of the Messiah,” Evangelical Review of Theology 37, no. 4 (2013): 349-360.

%6 Paul-Gordon Chandler, Pilgrims of Christ on the Muslim Road Exploring a New Path Between Two Faiths (Lanham:

Rowman & Littlefield Pub. Group, 2008), 158.

57 See: http://hayestranslation.com

% Anonymous, “Sira to Sabiil History,” (distributed by Jeff Hayes, 2004), n.p. Elsewhere in this document Hayes

essentially provides a definition for a Muslim Idiom Translation as he describes “The Injeel” which was planned for 2009 and on
which he had major input. He says it meets four qualifications which are “Islamic in style, vocabulary, theology, and thinking.”
Anonymous, “Sira to Sabiil History” in The Hayes Word document, which he distributed at the Common Ground Conference in
Arizona in 2008 on CD and has the following properties: Microsoft Word 10.0 Company: The Navigators, 09/09/2004 7:11 PM,
15/02/2007 6:49 PM.

% SIL Consultative Group for Muslim Idiom Translation: SIL Internal Discussion Papers on MIT #1, “A Typology of

Bible Translations for Muslim Audiences” rev. 2, (January 2011). This paper would be followed by five others, notably, #2, “The
Relationship between Translation and Theology;” #5: “Options for translating the term ‘Son of God’”; #6: “The father-son
relationship between God and believers.”
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8 Online: http://www.jibonerkotha.com/?lang=en Accessed 2015/03/23.

1 <SAM2’ personal correspondence with author October 8, 2015.

62 See article by Emily Belz, “Inside Out,” WORLD Magazine May 7,2011. http://www.worldmag.com/2011/04/inside_out

8 George King and Tom McCormick, “Muslim Idiom Translations in Bangladesh,” Evangelical Review of Theology 37,

no. 4 (2013): 335-348.

6 J. Dudley Woodberry, “A Global Perspective on Muslims coming to Christ,” in From the Straight Path to the Narrow
Way Journeys of Faith, David H. Greenlee ed. (Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity, 2006), 17. Earlier Woodberry also mentioned
Owen's Sirat along with other attractively packaged and contextualized Muslim-friendly works. He states: “Of special note is
Arabic ‘Life of Christ’ (Sirat al Masih), based on a harmony of the Synoptic Gospels but using quranic idiom and style.” He
adds, “for the most part, it has been well received by Muslims.” In his "Contextualization among Muslims: Reusing common
pillars," International Journal of Frontier Missions 13, no. 4 (1996):172.

% Darrell Whiteman, “Report on my trip to Bangladesh, October 6-11, 2007,” (unpublished document, 2007), nl1.

Whiteman links contextualization and ‘staying within Islam.” The phrase “Jesus Movement within Islam” appears in a collection
YA
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of essays edited by Whiteman and Gerald Anderson entitled, World Mission in the Wesleyan Spirit (Franklin, TN: Ashbury,
Seedbed Publishing, 2014).

8 An interview of Anwar Hossein and Bill Nikides on October 4, 2010 at Lynchburg, Virginia in “Interview of a former

insider: Anwar Hossein,” in Chrislam: How Missionaries Are Promoting an Islamized Gospel, Joshua Lingel, Jeffery J. Morton,
and Bill Nikides eds., 228-237 [235] (Garden Grove, CA: i2 Ministries, Inc, 2011).

7 «SAM2’personal correspondence with author, October 8, 2015. ‘SAM2,’ is a pseudonym for a person instrumental in

the propagation of the Sirat. He states that he hired a Bangladeshi national to produce the Sirat in Urdu.

8 Belay Guta Olam, “Contextualizing the church among the Muslim Oromo,” (PhD, diss.: Fuller, 2003), 169.

% In his 1997 Master's thesis at Fuller Seminary, Belay Guta Olam wrote, “I am also thankful to Milton Coke who guided

me to Fuller Theological Seminary, School of World Mission.” In his vita, he states, “Belay joined Global Partners for
Development in 1992 and served in Bangladesh as a missionary in Messianic Muslim Movement. He worked for Global Partners
for two and half years.” In his “Muslim evangelism in Ethiopia,” (master’s thesis, Fuller, 1997), iv, 161.
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70 Correspondence from ‘SAM1,” October 8, 2015.

"' Online: http://issawiyoun.weebly.com ;

http://www.islameyat.com/post_details.php?id=701&cat=23&scat=31& Accessed 2015/11/21.
PDF version: http://www.jesus-for-all.net/islamic_books/pdf 0051.pdf

2 Ibid. See Comments section, dated 2010-02-21 09:33:35

3 Personal communication with author, April 1, 2015.


http://issawiyoun.weebly.com
http://www.islameyat.com/post_details.php?id=701&cat=23&scat=31&
http://www.jesus-for-all.net/islamic_books/pdf_0051.pdf

Yoy Yy /oY)

el piman sigy ol S o b S YU 3 il 093 48 |, doT Cllas ) g can] 03,8 (6510 a5l s LS o ye a5
Jo—eye (s 3 oy e Lol 039 (gl 395 518y Lol 039 € Jola? 5 s b alSog (slo Ao 5 ) (S &5 S (o
aozy oy Glohus lodhj ) o B 023 S 05l gl s Sl Lo wcily 352y (e Cop jl gl Ol G Laiy S
A2 liwlio Catud JroSS Ciliseo oo )3 45 3 poud |y 503 Sladly 4 plaSl Cuws )3 (5 dox 5 (5 0590 TV Lo cggeome 13 oS
Ol @ e Gblokus SI780 by (s 090 TV 45 S 3,8 ooliaiul aolie lis 1 6)50> pamed €855 (g ] il ojlal (gl
gy ) 39250 SLadlj 3 (S b JolS yeb d e LS (oMl S sl 4o 5 e 5 (o] 1 (o0 ldgy 1) LD

03 yiawS Yl 53V gl 5 Cyaar 345 (5 098l 031 L)y e 4 o lagalid gk dalS LI 1 g il aiS Jluay el s s pabl S s
Yo
sl

v 5] don 53 Dg85 Y
o] 4B 3905 b don 5yl 11 S Cawd Cypwr & 31 o Hlebb] il 0dd wyp (S 4 &S ola eold

2o 2o | e ool o iao

Ol ) 03l 3)90 9 ¢ 29551 53 959l dar 5 (Bl (6loy5iS o (IINK )3 plabuws (yblre (sl 93)l 5 S slo o5 ¥
(= Ob) 4 o 5 Logls 5 (SY o8 pob

Opdanddf L3yl 33 g ) 0 ol g Jad! Y

WA iy g Mgl s (6wl lawg 4 €Ll olpsliolsy Seo glo s ¥

Vals p i YOV g VoOY 13 a5 o Sygmo 4 8 sl LoVl 51 (S5 wcansl oo 88) )3 Mab oS (6,505 o 0jgp O

A5gS5len oy Amd g |y 99l 1920 o b A8 o o0kl 13 Sl Ml degazxe | €lpolisS plo» (gl LS lgie L dllas pl
GsSilon &y Wgd iS5 o ) 3l oo 0 550 ol b o 4zl oS5 ol )3 3 LIS oSl a5 WS e el oMol b5 oS
093s 4 5 (LS )Y gl Sy il i polle 5o (men (Sesl el 03,5 iS5 ) o3k SVl e & T (o Sl 4y
= sla dbian oy b b 4 S Frontiers s Slewse .3l 63,8 Cwsd &8 b cpl glp olo dbl yomen oS gile
Gl Slas s lojle g s g )] 4 pla cax 4 the Navigators ;jlojle jshiven 9 s oo ol & J)s ¢ oyl
Sad 0y S dng el ) JKG by 4 oMl Kiws 4 40 5 sla)l5 Cls &5 (Global Partners for Development) axwgs
o e oSS S JLod Lo pao B 1y o ps (6 0008 laals g 0595 bghas (w8 5105000 o Cowd 4 Cowd (y99) g9 Yol AJg5 )

™ This Word document has the following properties “Microsoft Word 10.0 The Navigators

26/04/2004 8:03 PM 17/01/2006 1:10 AM.” The author refers to the Uzbek people as if he has first-hand knowledge of them, and
goes on to say, “My own goal is to promote canonical Bible translation. We have found starting a Sirat al Masih translation
project is a wonderful way forward.”

5 “SAM2’ communication with author, October 10, 2015.

" Adam Simnowitz, “Jeff Hayes and Al-Injil: Another Mistranslation of the New Testament in Arabic Intended for
“Insider Movements of Muslims” or C5 (C5/IM),” Biblical Missiology website (January 23, 2016).
http://biblicalmissiology.org/2016/01/23/jeff-hayes-and-al-injil-another-mistranslation-of-the-new-testament-in-arabic-intended-
for-insider-movements-of-muslims-or-c5-c5im/

In a subsequent article, Simnowitz provides nine reasons why he is convinced that the al-Injil comes from the hand of Jeff
Hayes. “Nine Reasons Why I Named Jeftf Hayes as the Main Translator and Responsible Party for Al-Injil,” Biblical Missiology
website (March 7, 2016).
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"7 Paul Gordon-Chandler, Pilgrims of Christ, 35; mentions that Mallouhi entered the School of World Mission at Fuller
Seminary. From Chandler's biography this would appear to be sometime after 1968 and before 1975.

™ Greg Livingstone, You've Got Libya: A Life Serving the Muslim World. (Oxford: Monarch, 2014), 192.

" See: http://biblicalmissiology.org/2012/02/14/press-release-world-magazine-turks-pakistanis-and-bengalis-oppose-

experimentation-with-bible-translation-by-western-mission-agencies/ ; also
http://www.biblicalintegrity.org/2012/02/18/wyclitfe-sil-translation-controversy/

Blincoe's Linkedin profile states that he attended Fuller Theological Seminary between 1974-1977 and received a Masters in
Theology.

% Forwarded email message to Adam Simnowitz dated, September 8, 2001. From his “Muslim Idiom Translation,” 67.
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81 Hittp://biblicalmissiology.org/biblical-missiology-statement-of-practice/

8 Owen, "Publication" (1987), 4.

8 Owen, Ibid, 3.

84 Owen, ibid, 8-10 categorizes the theological terminology used in the Siratz. Beaumont notes that in every instance

where ‘Son of Man’ is used in the canonical Gospels, Owen replaces it with al-Mahdr. For instance in his Sirat 25:48, he changes
Matthew 25:31 to read: “the day is approaching; the hour of the MahdT's glorious return with row upon row of angels; then he
will sit on his throne.” Beaumont, Christology in Dialogue with Muslims, (2005), 178-179.
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% Kevin Higgins, “The Qur'an in Urdu as a resource for Bible translation in Muslim contexts: A case study in the

translation of ‘spirit’ and ‘spirits’ in Urdu,” (PhD diss., Fuller Seminary, 2013); Henk Jan Prenger, “Muslim Insider Christ
followers: Their theological and missional frames,” (DMiss diss., Biola, 2014).

8 Adam Sparks, One of a Kind: The Relationship between Old and New Covenants as the Hermeneutical Key for

Christian Theology of Religions, (Eugene, OR: Pickwick Publications, an Imprint of Wipf & Stock Publishers, 2010).

87 Owen, “Jesus Movements,” 18; uses the phrase ‘Islamic style’ twice.

8 See fn 4. A critical concern at present is the question of how many creative scripture use products are being used to

introduce written or audio Islamized Bibles or portions of it via social media and direct downloads.
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' This research was supported in part by the Doctoral Development Scholarship to the Research Doctoral Studies Office
at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, KY. This paper was originally presented as a parallel session paper at
the Evangelical Theological Society Ontario/Quebec Regional Meeting at Heritage Theological Seminary, Cambridge, Ontario,
on October 1, 2016.

Special thanks to Hallam Willis and Nishiyama Aya PG| ¥ for their editorial support.

2 China Soul for Christ Foundation, interview with Samuel Xiangao Lamb, Cross: Jesus in China, Selected Sourcebook,
China Soul for Christ Foundation, 2004.
In 2013, two weeks after the death of Pastor Lamb, the weekly news magazine The Economist published a short article in
remembrance of this popular pastor who made “the authorities nervous.” (“Lamb of God: Underground Christianity. Guangzhou:
Even in death, a popular pastor makes the authorities nervous,” The Economist [August 24,2013]: 42) For a popular biography of
Lamb, see Ken Anderson, Bold as a Lamb: Pastor Samuel Lamb and the underground Church of China (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 2009).
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With the goal to “strike at Christianity’s foreignness,” “to purge the church of imperialistic elements, or to single out
those who stood in the way of the people’s progress, or to punish the unpatriotic” (Christopher March, Religion and the State in
Russia and China: Suppression, Survival, and Revival [London: Continuum, 2011], 166-167), the Chinese Communist
government operated a movement that developed in two phases: first, it sought to make patriotic believers through the forming of
newly-established organizations (e.g. TSPM) by which the former religious order might be deconstructed and the idea of
patriotism might be taught to all believers; second, the state integrated forces intent on chastising those who refused to cooperate
with the government and join these new organizations, accusing them of being anti-revolutionaries. (cf. Winfried Gliier,
“Religion in the People’s Republic of China: A Survey of the Official Chinese Press 1964—-1967,” Ching Feng 10.3 [1967]: 34—
57; George N. Patterson, Christianity in Communist China [Waco, TX: Word Books, 1969], esp. chs. 4-7.) Here in this footnote,
I have relied significantly on my unpublished paper, “A Fundamentalist Anti-Revolutionary? Religious Persecution in Early
Chinese Communist Regime: A Case Study of Wang Mingdao of Beijing.” (Parts of this paper were presented as a breakout
session paper, entitled “Wang Mingdao in Persecution: A Fundamentalist Anti-Revolutionary?” at the ninth annual conference of
Andrew Fuller Center for Baptist Studies, “Persecution and the Church,” at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary,
Louisville, KY [September 15-16, 2015]), 21-22.

> Wang, his wife Liu Jingwen, and a few other Christian leaders in Beijing, Xiangshan, Changchun and Guangdong were

arrested on August 8, 1955. Meanwhile, a nation-wide movement of criticism of Wang and his “anti-revolutionary gang” was
conducted by the TSPM between August and November 1955. Lamb was accused as part of Wang’s “gang” and was arrested.
Fuk-Tsang Ying, “Counterrevolution in an Age of Revolution: ‘Wang Mingdao’s Christian Counterrevolutionary Clique’,”
Bulletin of the Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica 67 (2010): 132-133. Also see “EMNEH EREBE TAED F#H
Bk % R B @ FE1T (Guangdong Pastors Exposed the Antirevolutionary Crimes of Samuel Lamb, a Member of Wang Mingdao’s

Gang),” K&, Tian Feng 488-589 (October 31, 1955): 3-6.

®  Lian Xi observed that “Wang Mingdao’s writings spread his influence in the Chinese church and were chiefly

responsible for preserving his legacy” (Lian Xi, Redeemed by Fire: The Rise of Popular Christianity in Modern China [New
Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2010], 129). Most of Wang’s writings were in his quarterly magazine, The Spiritual Food
Quarterly. Many of his booklets, including his autobiography, After Fifty Years, were originally published in the magazine prior
to separate publication.

7 Thomas Alan Harvey, Acquainted with Grief- Wang Mingdao’s Stand for the Persecuted Church in China (Grand

Rapids: Brazos, 2002). 7.

Leslie Lyall, Three of China’s Mighty Men (Fearn, Scotland: Christian Focus; Sevenoaks, England: OMF International
[UK], 2000), 100-148. Besides Wang, the other two were Watchman Nee (1903—-1972) and David Shao-tang Yang (1898—1969).

Tony Lambert, China’s Christian Millions: The Costly Revival (London: Monarch Books, 1999), 98.

19 Vian, Redeemed by Fire, 130.

' The earliestacademic work on Wang and his theology was written by Lee-Ming Ng (“Wang Ming-Tao: An Evaluation

of His Thought and Action,” Ching Feng 16.2 [1973]: 51-80) while Wang was still in prison. Afterwards, Jonathan Chao of
China Ministries International published a series of articles in his China and Church (for example, Stephen P. H. Li Z#gi#, “E
BRE # KM MR E R Wang Mingdao’s Contribution to Popular Theology,” China and Church 9-10 [May-June 1980]: 19—
22; Jonathan Chao, “B& ik F BR & e 4 #H R EZEEHERL A Brief Summary of Mr. Wang Mingdao’s Contribution to Chinese
Churches,” China and the Church Today 86 [1991]: 2—4). Another prominent scholar was professor Wing-Hung Lam of Tyndale
Seminary (Toronto, ON). In both his A4 Half Century of Chinese Theology 1900—1949 HEE F + 4 19001949 (Hong Kong:
China Alliance Press, 1998), and Wong Ming-Tao and the Chinese Church EBREEAHEZE (Hong Kong: China Graduate
School of Theology, 1982), Lam had examined Wang’s theology in detail. In a 2001 book Encounter between Christianity and
Chinese Culture: Chung Chi College Religious Studies—Pommerenke Christianity and Chinese Culture Lecture Series 1 (Hong
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Kong: Chung Chi College, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 2001), edited by Lung-kwong Lo, professor Lam revisited
Wang along with a detailed study of theologies of Watchman Nee and T. C. Chao (1888-1979). In this essay, Lam analyzed
Wang’s theology of conversion. In 2005, Poling J. Sun published an article entitled “Jesus in the Writings of Wang Mingdao” (in
The Chinese Face of Jesus Christ, Monumenta Serica Monograph Series Vol. 3a, ed. Roman Malek [Sankt Augustin, Germany:
Institut Monumenta Serica, 2005], 1137-1148) and argued that Wang’s Christology was built upon a high view of the Scriptures.
Two years later, Richard R. Cook, who had finished doctoral studies on Wang, wrote “Wang Mingdao and the Evolution of
Contextualized Chinese Churches” (in Contextualization of Christianity in China: An Evaluation in Modern Perspective, ed.
Peter Chen-Main Wang [Sankt Augusin, Germany: Institut Monumenta Serica, 2007], 209-223). In a modern recent article
(“Bathsheba as an Object Lesson: Gender, Modernity and Biblical Examples in Wang Mingdao’s Sermons and Writings,” Studies
in World Christianity 21.1 [2015]: 52-65), Gloria S. Tseng argued that the main concerns of Wang’s writings relate to godly
Christian living, and biblical figures like Bathsheba serve as a model to follow. Other major studies on Wang were done by Fuk-
Tsang Ying. With his political interests, Ying published a detailed study in 2010 (Ying, “Counterrevolution in an Age of
Revolution”) and edited Wang’s unpublished letters, publishing them as Wang Mingdao’s Last Confession ZEREMEEZ BB
(Hong Kong: Logos, 2013). In 2002, Thomas Alan Harvey published the first critical biography of Wang (Acquainted with
Grief), based on his doctoral dissertation, “Challenging Heaven’s Mandate: An Analysis of the Conflict between Wang Mingdao
and the Chinese Nation-State” (Duke University, 1998). In 2012, Japanese scholar Matsutani Yosuke #2344 published his
article, “Yanaihara Tadao and China: His Article, ‘The Ideal of the Nation’ and His Visit to Wang Mingdao%k /& &1 & i [EH:

TEROEE] H o EHEHEA,” (Sociological Studiestt R ¥ X T LFE 25 [2012]: 97-123). In it, Matsutani examined
Wang Mingdao from a Japanese perspective, and linked Wang with Japanese Non-Church movement pioneer Yanaihara Tadao
(1893—-1961).

12 Lam, A Half Century of Chinese Theology 1900—1949, 216-233.

13 Jonathan Chao, “Christianization of Chinese Culture: An Evangelical Approach,” Transformation 17.3 (July/September

2000), 100.

' Wu Liming, Christianity and the Transition of Chinese Society EE#HEhEE&%E (Hong Kong: Chinese
Christian Literature Council, 1981), esp. 163.

!> Earlier on June 22, Wang the senior got a ladder and climbed on the wall, and saw hundreds of Boxers and Qing

soldiers. He told his wife, who was a pregnant at the time, that it was only a matter of time before the Boxers would get in and
massacre them. In Lu Wantian’s (BE5EX) 4 Brief Account of Beijing Incident of 1900 (FEFILIREEHZHE), Lu recorded that
about 4 p.m., while he was talking with Cao Yonggui (& k%), the manager of Tongren Hospital, he saw Wang passing by, and
Wang told Lu, “Haste. We will all die today!” Lu and Cao then said to Wang, “Don’t you believe in God? The Scripture said,
‘Those who kill your body, cannot kill your spirit.” Have you forget [sic] this? By saying such words, you are not only confused
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about your God, but also trouble the others. Be careful from now on, don’t speak in haste.” About an hour later, it was reported
that Wang hanged himself. (Lu, 4 Brief Account of Beijing Incident of 1900 [Shenzhou Guoguang Publisher, 1951], 404-405). In
Lu’s account, he dated Wang’s suicide on May 26 by the Lunar calendar, which was June 22 by the Gregorian-solar calendar.
Also see Wang Mingdao, “X ZEHi1tH 2REI— 4R LE (A Brand Plucked from the Fire),” BB ZETF Spiritual Food Quarterly
86 (Summer 1948): 22. Beginning in May 1948, Wang Mingdao started to write his testimonies on papers donated by a young
Christian the year before. After completing and publishing the first chapter, “A Brand Plucked from the Fire,” in Spiritual -Food

Quarterly in the summer of 1948, he continued this work until 1950, after the seventh chapter had been published. With an article
about his mother, written in the winter of 1947, Wang published his autobiography, entitling it After Fifty Years (B +4 2K [wu
shi nian lai]). For Wang’s understanding of writing an autobiography, see Wang Mingdao, ‘“Preface,” After Fifty Years (Beijing:
Spiritual Food Quarterly Special Publications, 1950), 1-8. This book has been digitalized and may be accessed in Chinese for
free through Wells of Grace: http://www.wellsofgrace.com/messages/wmd/50years/index.htm (accessed on July 25, 2015).

'® Wang recorded in his autobiography, “Since my youth, not only did I like to read, I also like to think about various

matters in this world. What troubled me the most were questions like ‘What does it mean to live? Where will men go? Is there
anything after death?’... I want to seek a way for life... I have an uncle, who was my mother’s elder brother. He is an honest
elder... Once I asked him, ‘Uncle, is there any way for me to not die?’ ‘Yes,” he answered. Such an answer brought me endless
hope and comfort... He told me that the way for eternal life is to enter the mountains and seek Tao [lit., “path, way”], by
separating oneself from the world, giving up all fame and gain, forbidding any kinds of enjoyment, sitting in meditations,
drinking dew of the grass, and eating magical herbs found in the mountains. Long enough as I discipline myself, one day I may
became immortal, then I will live forever. After I heard this, I was extremely joyful... It was my hope then to quickly grow up, so
I could enter the mountains and seek the Tao of eternal life” (Wang, “A Brand Plucked from the Fire,” 25).

7" Wang recalled that his friend “brought me to know God, and taught me how to fear God; he also led me in prayers,

scriptural readings, daily introspection, and journaling. At first he gave me a book edited by Mr. Xie Honglai [or H. L. Zia i
% (1873-1916)), entitled An Aid to Devotions [{&52—Bf]. After reading it, I found great helps, so continued buying and reading
other books wrote [sic] or translated by Mr. Xie” (Wang, “A Brand Plucked from the Fire,” 30). On Xie, see China Group, “Xie
Hong Lai,” 4 Dictionary of Asian Christianity, ed. Scott W. Sunquist (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001), 912. Along with Wing
Hung Lam, Yu argued that ever since Wang’s youth, “Wang’s strict lifestyle can be attributed to the deep impact Xie had on his
life, because Wang sought to live a very practical Christian existence” (Yu, “Aspects of the Emergence,” 85. Cf. Lam, Wang
Mingdao and the Chinese Church E BB E [Hong Kong: China Graduate School of Theology, 1982], 16, 23).

'8 Wang Mingdao, “Set Me Apart Before I was Born (£ BREE 5 BIH 3K),” Spiritual Food Quarterly 87 (September
1948): 23. Cf. Cook, “Wang Mingdao and the Evolution of Contextualized Chinese Churches,” 213-214.

' Wang, “Set Me Apart Before I was Born,” 33.

» Wang stated, “According to the Bible, we only baptize people in immersion, and will not use any other form under any

circumstances. In the Scripture, there is nothing about pouring water over people’s head. The Greek word baptize means ‘being
immersed in water.’... We do not believe one needs baptism in order to be saved, since baptism and salvation is not relevant
[sic]. Rather, baptism is an integrant step of obedience for all who have been saved” (Wang, “Overseers of all the Flock {fE£ £
BIBEE,” Spiritual Food Quarterly 92 [December 1949], 32).
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2! Wang Mingdao, “Went Through Fire and Water to a Place of Abundance ({&:@7K XL E Z h),” Spiritual Food
Quarterly 88 (December 1948): 25. In his journal on January 6, Wang wrote, “Heavenly Father, today your servant has obeyed
your will, imitated the example of my Lord Christ, received baptism and classified into the death of my Lord, so may rise up
again with my Lord. I also sincerely believe that my old self has been submerged in the water; my sins are forgiven; my heart
received peace; my body and soul has been purchased by the precious blood of my Lord. All what I have in flesh and heart is no
longer mine, but all belong to my heavenly Father. May my heavenly Father’s will be done in my life. Sincerely I prayed”
(Wang, “Went Through Fire and Water to a Place of Abundance,” 25). The Mr. Zhu who baptized Wang was originally a coal
merchant, and due to his zeal for the gospel, he became a vocational preacher of a small Pentecostal church in Beijing. (See
Wang, “Went Through Fire and Water to a Place of Abundance,” 25.) Though Wang was persuaded by Mr. Zhu to seek the
“spiritual baptism” of speaking in tongues, after carefully studying the Scripture, Wang questioned and rejected Charismatism, as
well as the Sabbatarian teachings of the Seventh-Day Adventists by 1925. In Wang Ming Tao and Charismatism, Timothy Tow
translated part of Wang’s “Went Through Fire and Water to a Place of Abundance” and Wang’s article “Charismatism in the
Light of the Bible.” (Timothy Tow, Wang Ming Tao and Charismatism [Singapore: Christian Life Publishers, 1989]).

2 Harvey, “Challenging Heaven’s Mandate,” 23-24. Cf. Cook, “Wang Mingdao and the Evolution of Contextualized

Chinese Churches,” 215-217.

3 By the end of 1978, after the fall of the “Gang of Four” and the end of the Cultural Revolution, a movement to “redress

unjust, false and wrong cases” was proposed by Deng Xiaoping, and later administered by the Chinese Communist government.
Under such policy, over thirty-two thousand falsely accused prisoners were released and their reputations and civil rights were
restored. After Wang’s release, his case was not handled, nor was his “antirevolutionary” accusation recanted. Thus, around 1982
or 1983, Wang began to write letters to Jiang Hua (1907-1999), the then-president of the Supreme People’s Court of China,
though none of these letters were sent out. In one of his letters addressing the wrongness of the government’s religious
persecution toward Christianity, Wang wrote, “In comparison to three years ago, there has been great change of expressions of
opinions in news, and political policies in the recent two to three years, of which I joyfully celebrate. Recently, both the CPC and
central government have redressed many false and wrong cases. However, most unfortunately, cases in regard to the false
accusations of many Christian churches (including Roman Catholic, Baptist, and Protestant Churches) have been set aside, and
delayed in redressing. Mine is one of the greatest case [sic] of injustice among Chinese churches” (quoted in Fuk Tsang Ying,
“Introduction: Wang Mingdao’s ‘Posthumous Manuscript of Redressment’” and in Wang Mingdao’s Last Confession EBATER
=% BH, ed., Fuk Tsang Ying [Hong Kong: Logos, 2013], 19, 117). Interestingly, Wang, in his categorization of churches,
singled out Baptist from other Protestant churches. Ecclesiologically, Wang emphasized (1) regenerated church membership, as
reflected by his strict membership policy (i.e. baptized persons should be checked and approved in Christian living and
commitment for one to two years prior to joining in membership); (2) believer’s baptism by immersion; (3) congregational polity
(e.g., when Wang was asked by the Communist government to join the ecumenical TSPM, Wang brought the matter to his
church, and was asked by the church to refuse such an offer); (4) local church autonomy; and (5) religious freedom. (For more on
the Baptist distinctive, see Anthony L. Chute, Nathan A. Finn, and Michael A. G. Haykin, The Baptist Story: From English Sect
to Global Movement [Nashville, TN: B& H, 2015], 325-346). Cf. Wang, “Overseers of All the Flock,” 32-37.
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# See Roger Scruton, An Intelligent Person’s Guide to Modern Culture (South Bend, IN: St. Augustine’s Press, 2000).

Scruton distinguished high culture from popular culture. In his annotated bibliography, Scruton evaluated each book on culture.
Also see T. S. Eliot, Notes Towards Definition of Culture (London: Bloomsbury House, 1948). Cf. Christopher Dawson, Religion
and Culture (Washington, DC: The Catholic University of America Press, 1948), 35—48.

¥ H. Richard Niebuhr, Christ and Culture (New York: Harper Colophon Books, 1951), 32.

% Barry Harvey, “Accounting for Difference: Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Contribution to a Theological Critique of Culture” in

Mpysteries in the Theology of Dietrich Bonhoeffer: A Copenhagen Bonhoeffer Symposium, eds. Kirsten Busch Nielsen, Ulrik
Nissen and Christiane Tietz (Copenhagen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2007), 82-92, 93.

77 Terry Eagleton, Culture and the Death of God (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2014), 124, 125.

% James Davison Hunter, To Change the World: The Irony, Tragedy, & Possibility of Christianity in the Late Modern

World (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010), 6. Italics are original.

¥ Hunter, To Change the World, 8. Italics are original. For a historical study of cultural changes, see Leora Auslander,

Cultural Revolutions: Everyday Life and Politics in Britain, North America, and France (Berkeley, CA: University of California
Press, 2009).
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% Carl F. H. Henry, “What is Man on Earth for?” in Quest for Reality: Christianity and the Counter Culture, ed. Carl F.

H. Henry (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1973), 157.

31 Carson listed at least six criticisms for Niebuhr’s divisions: (1) “any evaluation of a culture depends on a set of values”;

(2) “from a Christian perspective, everything that is detached from the sheer centrality of God is an evil”; (3) “God in his
‘common grace’ pours our countless good things on all people everywhere”; (4) “as Christian revelation certainly insists that
there are degrees of punishment meted out by a good God, we must assume that some cultural stances are more reprehensible
than others”; (5) “many of the distinctions among Niebuhr’s five patterns turn, at the end of the day, on one’s assessment of how
evil any culture is”; and (6) “human beings have a dismal propensity to corrupt good things, all good things.” Carson, Christ &
Culture Revisited, 73-74.

32 Carson, Christ & Culture Revisited, 75.

3 Carl F. H. Henry, “What is Man on Earth for?,” 155.

3 For dDetailed studies on early Republican China, see Ernest P. Young, “Nationalism, Reform, and Republican

Revolution: China in the Early Twentieth Century,” in Modern East Asia: Essays in Interpretation, ed., James B. Crowley (New
York: Harcourt, Brace & World, 1970), 151-179; and Mary Backus Rankin, “State and Society in Early Republican Politics,
1912-18,” in Reappraising Republican China, eds., Frederic Wakeman, Jr. and Richard Louis Edmonds (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2000), 6-27.

¥ Lee Shiu Keung wrote, “In the early years of Protestant missions people were not optimistic about the future. In 1908,

soon after the centenary of Morrison’s arrival, Rev. [John] Steele recalled William Milne’s estimate that one hundred years after
the establishment of Protestant Missions in China there would be one thousand Protestant Christians, children included. ‘The
total number in 1907,” Steele stated, ‘was reckoned at 750 times Milne’s computation’” (Lee, The Cross and the Lotus [Hong
Kong: The Christian Study Centre on Chinese Religion and Culture, 1971], 107).
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¥ In April 1922, a second wave of the May-Fourth Movement occurred, as groups of students from both Shanghai and

Beijing protested against Tsinghua University’s hosting of the eleventh World’s Student Christian Federation Conference. In
August 1924, another wave of anti-Christian movement was formed in Shanghai, with the support of the newly formed
Kuomintang, in league with the Communist Party of China. When the May Thirtieth Incident happened in 1925, this anti-
imperialism movement became a comprehensive anti-Christian movement attacking all Christian enterprises and all who
propagate the Christian religion. See Jonathan T’ien-en Chao, “The Chinese Indigenous Church Movement, 1919-1927: A
Protestant Response to the Anti-Christian Movements in Modern China” (PhD diss., University of Pennsylvania, 1986), 101—
146; and Paul A. Cohen, History in Three Keys: The Boxers as Event, Experience, and Myth (New York: Columbia University
Press, 1997).

3 On Wang’s hermeneutics, see Tseng, “Bathsheba as an Object Lesson,” 56; and John Y. H. Yieh, “Cultural Reading of

the Bible: Some Chinese Christian Cases,” in Text & Experience: Towards a Cultural Exegesis of the Bible, ed. Daniel Smith-
Christopher (Sheffield, England: Sheffield Academic, 1995), 143-144.

¥ A. Hamish Ion, “The Cross Under an Imperial Sun: Imperialism, Nationalism, and Japanese Christianity, 1895-1945,”

in Handbooks of Christianity in Japan, ed. Mark R. Mullins (Leiden, Germany; Boston, MA: Brill, 2003), 88.

¥ Ton, “The Cross under an Imperial Sun,” 88. However, the Japanese government’s pressure was not without opposition.

Yanaihara Tadao (1893—-1961), a Japanese non-church leader, understood that Japanese Christianity (Nipponteki Kirisutokyo) in
essence means, “Japan would become a genuine peace-loving Christian country while maintaining its unique cultural tradition
and the basic political structure of the imperial system.” (Ion, “The Cross Under an Imperial Sun,” 89) However, since the late
1930s, strong militarism and authoritarianism had risen in Japan, so that the meaning of Nipponteki Kirisutokyo was being
reinterpreted to support Japan’s invasion. With his “consistency in seeking to invest the Japanese empire with an ‘idea’ towards
which colonial policy should strive,” Yanaihara, then the chair of colonial policy at Tokyo Imperial University, resigned in 1937
soon after the Marco Polo Bridge Incident, since he was “well placed both to condemn the sufferings of indigenous peoples under
Japanese rule and to recommend reforms for their alleviation” (Susan C. Townsend, Yanaihara Tadao and Japanese Colonial
Policy: Redeeming Empire [Richmond, England: Curzon, 2000], 5). Also see Andrew E. Barshay, “Japan for the World,” in
Living for Jesus and Japan: The Social and Theological Thought of Uchimura Kanzo, eds. Shibuya Hiroshi and Chiba Shin
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2013), 21-35; Yagyu Kunichika, “Prophetic Nationalism: Uchimura Between God and Japan,” in
Living for Jesus and Japan, 69-92.

40" On October 15, 1942, the ecumenical “Northern China United Christian Promotion Association” was founded with the

sponsorship of the Japanese government to unify and organize the churches in the Beijing area. Almost all churches in Beijing
joined the association, the only exception being Wang’s Christian Tabernacle. See Fuk Tsang Ying, “Wang Mingdao and the
Northern China United Christian Promotion Association: Case Studies of Christian resistance and cooperation of the occupied
areas TAEHELGEREHE GREHRE A TERESEMEZREBR, Jian Dao 17 (2002): 1-56; and Hu Weiqing,
“The Northern China United Christian Promotion Association Studies Zdt FEREBHEZ,” Journal of Chinese Humanities
6 (2014): 128-147. In Wang’s autobiography, he vividly recorded how he was invited to join the NCUCPA. However, he refused
to join such an association, as Wang was convinced that “the church which thoroughly believes God’s salvation should not
cooperate with those who do not believe [i.e. the Liberals].” Also, Wang understood that if he joined such an association, it
would be an overthrow of his teachings of the past 20 years, causing many Christians to stumble and fall. With many prayers,
Wang wrote a letter to the leaders of the association in which he stated, “It is very hard to follow your invitation to join the
NCUCPA from your last letter. I have noticed that the purpose of your association is to establish indigenous churches following
the principles of self-governance, self-support, and self-propagation among churches, which was previously conducted by
Western missionary societies. Since the Christian Tabernacle has always been a church of self-governance, self-support, and self-
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propagate [sic] since its beginning, so there will be no need for us to join your association. Also, since your association is
composed by several churches of different beliefs, and our church is purely conservative in doctrinal confession, it will be very
difficult to unite on the doctrinal level...” Shortly after, on October 9, Wang was visited by a Japanese official Kono Shizushi jA]
H &% L and was asked to meet the Asia Development Board official Takeda Hikari i FH EE at the Japanese Military Police station
on October 10. At the meeting, Wang was threatened, yet in his answer Wang replied, “For the sake of obeying the God I serve,
and keeping the truth I am convinced, I shall not obey orders from man which are against God’s will. I have been ready to
sacrifice and pay any price for my conviction, of which I will not change. It is impossible for me and the church I pastor to join
the association.” Afterwards, Takeda arose and shook hands with Wang in a respectful manner and let Wang go home. For Wang,
“by  God’s  protection, I  have victory in this  conversation” (Wang,  After  Fifty Years,
http://www.wellsofgrace.com/messages/wmd/50years/index.htm [accessed on September 11, 2015]). Japanese scholar Matsutani
Yosuke, in his recently published article explored the fact that prior to Wang’s struggle with the NCUCPA, professor Yanaihara
Tadao had visited Wang on both July 26 and 27, 1942. According to Yanaihara’s journal, on July 26, he went and visited Wang’s
Christian Tabernacle, and Wang came and visited him the next day. It was also recorded that Yanaihara had provided Wang’s
traveling cost as a resolution. Yanaihara had a very high view of Wang, as he called Wang the “Kanzo Uchimura A8 =

(1861-1930) and Fujii Takeshi &FiE (1888-1930) of China” —the founders and early leaders of the Japanese Non-Church
Movement (Mukyokai). (Matsutani, “Yanaihara Tadao and China,” 97-123.) Arguably, Yanaihara’s visit might have indirectly
influenced the Japanese militant authority’s attitude toward Wang.

41" In 1921, after touring in China, Welsh Anglican Fundamentalist W. H. Griffith Thomas (1861—1924) wrote an article
lamenting the liberal influence in China, saying that “the trouble was far earlier than the present time and had existed for several
years.” (Thomas, “Modernism in China,” in Modernism and Foreign Missions: Two Fundamentalist Protests, ed. Joel A.
Carpenter (New York; London: Garland, 1988), 633.) On Richard’s Liberalism and influence, see Cuiwei Yang, “Liberal
Theology in the Late Qing China: The Case of Timothy Richard” (PhD diss., University of Ottawa, 2014) and Eunice V.
Johnson, Timothy Richard’s Vision: Education and Reform in China, 1880-1910, ed. Carol Lee Hamrin (Eugene, OR: Pickwick,
2014).

2 In the last issue of Wang’s Spiritual Food Quarterly (June 1955), Wang published his most systematic and

comprehensive criticism of Liberal Theology, by quoting, analyzing and criticizing writings of leading Chinese Liberals. Frank
W. Price in his translation of this essay, made the title in English “We—For the Sake of Faith.” Though such translation kept the
original meaning, it failed to translate the Chinese character “z&,” which literally means “to be,” or functions as a syntactic
marker for emphasis. Thus, I propose to translate it as “We are for the faith.” Wang Mingdao, “We—For the Sake of Faith,”

translated by Frank W. Price, Missionary Research Library Occasional Bulletin 7.3 (1956): 2.

4 Price, trans., “We—For the Sake of Faith,” 7.
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“ Wang Mingdao, “Wang Mingdao’s ‘Self-Examination’” in Documents of the Three-Self Movement, ed. Jones, 117.
This document was later published in Tian Feng, the official journal of the TSPM on October 17, 1956.

# Wang, “Wang Mingdao’s ‘Self-Examination’,” 118.

% See Ravi Zacharias, “Think Again,” http:/rzim.org/just-thinking/think-again-6 (accessed on September 11, 2015).

47" Harvey, Acquainted with Grief, 115-116. For a detailed record of this period of Wang’s life, see Stephen C. H. Wang,

Another Forty Years X T4+ (Scarborough, ON: Canada Gospel Publishing House, 1997), 139-164.

*  Cf. Wang Mingdao, “Another Warning for Leaders in the Churches B B &% & thgi%8#,” Spiritual Food Quarterly
41 (Spring 1937): 13. On Wang’s description of a pastor, see Wang, “The Necessary Characters of God’s Labourer,” Spiritual
Food Quarterly 51 (Autumn 1939): 57.

* Wing-hung Lam, “Wang Mingdao’s Theology of Conversion,” in Encounter between Christianity and Chinese

Culture, 35.

%0 Lam, “Wang Mingdao’s Theology of Conversion,” 36.
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'Wang Mingdao, “How Many Gospels There Are? — 3£ & {EEZIE?,”
http://xbk.fuyin.tv/Books/PI WMD/b5/Vol8/01.htm (accessed on September 29, 2016).

2 Wang wrote several articles in his Spiritual Food Quarterly criticizing some erroneous translations in the CUV (no. 40

[Winter 1936]: 84—89; no. 41 [Spring 1937]: 49-51; nos. 43—44 [Autumn/Winter 1937]: 44-53; no. 45 [Spring 1938]: 35-41; no.
46 [Summer 1938]: 63—67; no. 49 [Spring 1939]: 47-50).

33 Arif Dirlik, “The Ideological Foundations of the New Life Movement: A Study in Counterrevolution,” The Journal of

Asian Studies 34.4 (1975): 945.

% Dirlik, “The Ideological Foundations of the New Life Movement,” 947.

5 Spiritual Food Quarterly n. 20 (Winter 1931): 63—66, on visitation; n. 21 (Spring 1932): 68—71, on conversation and

correspondence; n. 22 (Summer 1932): 6467, on attending a meeting, and debt and credit; n. 23 (Autumn 1932): 55-62, on
being on time, clothing, the care of public property, hygiene, and courtesy; n. 24 (Winter 1932): 55-60, on avoiding arousing
suspicion and inviting others for meals; n. 25 (Spring 1933): 58—64, on party attendance, table manner and etiquette; n. 26
(Summer 1933): 59-64, on keeping rules and receiving gifts; n. 27 (Autumn 1933): 61-65, on receiving guests and being a guest;
n. 29 (Spring 1934): 55-64, on taking care of others and giving to the poor; n. 30 (Summer 1934): 61-67, on traveling; n. 31
(Autumn 1934): 71-74, on addressing a person; n. 32 (Winter 1934): 60—65, on avoiding snares; n. 33 (Spring 1935): 63—67, on
public speaking; n. 34 (Summer 1935): 64—68, on attending weddings and funerals; n. 35 (Autumn 1935): 67-69, on treating
others’ children; n. 36 (Winter 1935): 59—63, on treating servants; n. 37 (Spring 1936): 65-70, on looking around, and keeping
promises.
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* Wang Mingdao, “Can Christians Watch Movies? 2B £ LB EEEE?” Spiritual Food Quarterly 38 (1936): 52-60.

7 See Liang Shouhua, “The Social Pragmatics of Transcendental Faith: Re-interpreting Wang Mingda’s Social Concerns

BREMMLEENMY . THEHEE SMWERE, ” https//www.churchchina.org/archives/070105.html (accessed on
Septmber 29, 2016).

% Yu Jie, “China’s Christian Future,” trans. H. C. Hsu, First Things 265 (August/September 2016): 52.

% Yu, “China’s Christian Future,” 53.
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Caroline Fielder, “The Growth of the Protestant Church in China” (Paper presented at the 21st National Catholic China
Conference, Seattle University, Seattle, June 24-26, 2006); Evan Osnos “Jesus in China: Christianity’s rapid rise” Tribune, June
22 (2008): 1-4. Osnos highlights the rapid growth of the Christian church in the urban setting, and the interest of students and
academics in Christianity.
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2 Fielder, “The Growth of the Protestant Church in China,” 1.

?  Estimates indicate a 9% yearly growth of the number of Christians, while total population in China shows a growth rate

of 0.6%. See also Tony Lambert, “Counting Christians in China: A Cautionary Report,” International Bulletin of Missionary
Research, 27/1 (2003), 6-10.
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4 For further study on the Chinese church in the context of a communist society, see also Aiming Wang, “Church in

China, Faith, Ethics, Structure: The Heritage of the Reformation for the Future of the Church in China” (Ph.D diss., European
University Studies 890, 2009).

> Evan Osnos, “Jesus in China: Christianity’s rapid rise”, 4. Osnos tells the story of pastor Jin Mingri, who founded Zion

Church, Beijing. Most of the church members are highly educated — masters degree holders, PhD holders, and university
professors. There are also executives, entrepreneurs and other professionals.

¢ Evan Osnos, Ibid., 6. See also Evan Osnos, “Jesus in China, Life on the edge”, Tribune, June 24 (2008): 2.

7 For further research, see Kevin Xiyi Yao, “The Changing Face of the Protestant Church in China” Mission Focus,

Annual Review, 13 (2005): 166-173. Yao states that urban house churches are the most dynamic sector in the Chinese church.
They are characterized by their loyalty and respect of Biblical authority, with an emphasis on personal spiritual growth, and
enthusiasm for mission.

8 For this development also consult Chen Cunfu and Huang Tianhai, “The emergence of a new type of Christians in

China today” Review of Religious Research 46, 2 (2004): 183-200.

°  The affair of the poisoned milk powder is only one of the many cases.

19 See the role of “Boss-Christians™ in supporting democratic leadership in the churches and mediating between church,

overnment, and other non-Christian communities in Cunfu and Tianhai, “The emergence...”, 195v.
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"' Evan Osnos (“Jesus in China: Christianity’s rapid rise”, 5) quotes professor Zhao Xiao, a 40 years old party member,

who gained an interest in Christianity. He sees Christianity providing a solid moral foundation for China, by reducing corruption,
narrowing the gap between rich and poor, promoting philanthropy, and preventing pollution. He even thinks that Christianity
could help the CCP to survive.

12 Cultural Christians plead for a modern and independent society with a high moral standard. See for further discussion

in the Dutch language Bas Plaisier,”De ontwikkelingen van het Christendom in China” Kerk en Theologie 4 (2011): 337-349.

B You Xilin’s thoughts are summarized in unpublished lectures and papers of Christian Wollman. See Christian

Wollmann, “Chinese Christianity — Christianity in the Public Sphere? You Xilin as an Example of Engaged Christianity”
(unpublished paper Free University Amsterdam, 15 June 2009). Also Kevin Xiyi Yao, “The Changing Face of the Protestant
Church in China”, 171v.

" The Institute of Sino-Christian Studies (www.iscs.org.hk), established in 1995 in Hong Kong, is an interesting institute

that is liaising with intellectuals in Mainland China who are interested in Christian faith.

A


http://www.iscs.org.hk),

Sl Gomws JLoy )

3y95 syl Goyb 5l a8 18 )18 eges sdidic g ¢ LA ] 4 Cans iiSu g 3] (6 Ay, dlandS elean] lodlab Ll me

& iy Olypndi 1)

M, Lads a8 s sy el o Liass 5 obladl (ipdy s oobel & cunl ol s GLasSs5 ) i o il j) S
O3 o es 18U (a9 plisl 4 (Libles pas g (LB ] & Cond s SRESY (5 49 (onied sl dnsly e

S o Cunlgdoly Ren sl mo g cllie gl aSl wgd glp & el ¢ lorue &S ditun dogie ) SLiled e plod L) s &

b ity oo 11

owoo sl odlgils > Cusre £o5 oyl Al .l 08 Qi s (oole poge (gl D paeno | cutte (s ) g g i 4 (gl drels jo
Cowl 0358 G Loya;;g.\_%»@}_edlss)lugo&lig Sy (P Cusme bl g (s8> Molf)o oliwgd Jdlbxo 4

oIS o 3l 35 page il on sl (blage (S SlalulS 5 (e sleng)S oS (sl ogd
Joil clois] & auis 1LY

Aged im0 (Ui il cpl 4 (S 4 Ll g axels (slajls 4 (6oL a8 (el b Bollae (S5 e Sw boljen liotine
3 el 0303 cai 3 1y smprg sl 40l 3l ) sl ool 393 g e 53 48 sl o Vo ) a5 8 sl €l sl (5l Jle
sl doby 5 anl b HIV jl 6Ky 3 ogls Gl slon! Gloss aSid nals Caliste luisy 3 cud )b iShis b wlasl: b
Clo 90,8 55b €sload sy Jldo (g alais 3 1y (100 4 s lors g alsye g b i S8 b et pl L mlod 1 sl

HM.BL;OULMJ

Oljero 9 LIS

g oM Ly ale o o 15lg5 o5 48 00l 5,15 (5l o5 b mamns ol &2 s 4BMe &S A8 o 0,0 p3ye ) (6 petS et
o Simgy g bzl ol Lag gl 5l (SO Lol ojome (slads Lol o)l 3939 dlise (¢ dunnb Godlo (slo a0 .05 el wimn
5 g o) 33, i epmn g (sled b g 1B o e 5y 4 g b pliols Ayl 45 Mimd o b3S citto o) Skt

'3 Caroline Fielder, “The Growth of the Protestant Church in Rural China”, China Online Study Centre (2010),
http://www.chinaonlinestudycentre.org/churches/Rural Churches/PDFfile.

16 “Generally non-believers think that Christian are first hypocrites, and secondly judgmental. But newly converted

Christians show convincing signs to non-believers about their faith: 1. They are honest about their failures and sins and confess
them. 2. They have clear moral principles, e.g. they do their best not to lie, they don’t take bribes.” (Quote from dr. Bin Wang,
church worker of Dushu Lake Church, focusing on the ministry among students, in a personal encounter, October 21, 2015.)

17" “Chinese society is stressful and hard, but in the fellowship of the church friendship and love can be experienced, and

emotions can be shown.” (Quote from rev. Annet Mehldorf, pastor of the German speaking church in Shanghai, in a personal
encounter, October 19, 2015).

8 See: www.amityfoundation.org .

1 Although communism is new compared to 5000 years of total Chinese history, still many Chinese communist ideas are

built upon old values and practices from imperial times. Even now people tend to compare the practices of the Qing Dynasty to
what the Communist Party is doing in China.
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X Plaisier (Ibid., 341) cites a study of the Chinese Academy of Social Science affirming that 69% of the people converted

to Christianity in the last two decades indicated the healing of a family member or themselves. See also
http://www.china.org.cn/china/2010-08/12/content 20690649.htm.

2! In Taoism, mourning is not forbidden, but it is regarded as unnecessary. It is related to the idea of “freedom,” meaning

the rhythm of human life resembles that of nature. Living and dying are both a life-process. Death could also be a starting point
of a new journey. Why should people mourn for it?
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2 Testimony of Dr. Bin Wang in a personal encounter (October 21, 2015).
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3 For different stages in conversion, from sympathising to becoming a devoted adherent, see for example the Scale of

Engel as discussed in: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engel Scale.
2 Compare for example Hendrik Kraemer, Religion and the Christian Faith, London: Lutterwort Press (1956), 235v.
»  Watchman Nee, What shall this man do? (Eastbourne: Victory Press, 1961), 132.
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% Articles about “reverse culture shock” on: www.chinasource/home/blogs/going home (February 2016). This site also

refers to the ChinaSource Quarterly (December 2011), dealing with the challenges of returnees in China. Also interesting is
Overseas Campus Ministries, OCM, founded in 1992. Their mission: “To proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ among Mainland
Chinese intellectuals through developing/delivering high-quality literature and educational resources and training, from overseas
to Mainland China.” OCM publicizes The Overseas Campus Magazine and published a helpful guide for Chinese intellectuals
planning to return to China: http://www.chinasource.org/ResourceLibrary/TheReturneeHandbook (December 2011).

27 More literature on the phenomenon of “reverse culture shock,” see Nate Mirza, Home Again (Colorado Springs:

NavPress, 2000); Lisa Espineli Chinn, Think Home (Downers Grove, Ill.: IVP, 2011); John Eaves, “Putting Bible to Work in our
Culture”, http://cms.intervarsity.org/ism/article/2044.

28

Dr. Bin Wang, personal encounter (21st of October, 2016).
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¥ For further discussion about ‘Christianity for intellectuals’, see: Plaisier, “De ontwikkelingen van het Christendom in

China”, 399v.; the articles of Evan Osnos in Tribune (“Jesus in China”, June 2008) and Kevin Xiyi Yao, “The Changing Face of
the Protestant Church in China”, 122v. Yao opposes the view of David Aikman, Jesus in Beijing (Washington: Regnery
Publishing, 2003). Aikman writes about the conversions among intellectuals in Beijing. Yao blames him to look at the Chinese
churches through the lens of American Evangelical fundamentalism (Yao, Ibid., 8).

3 P. Lowman, The Day of His Power (Leicester: IVP, 1983), 137v.
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' Bob Roberts Jr. The Multiplying Church: The New Math for Starting New Churches (HarperCollins, 2009), pg 130-
131.
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2 Report from McKinsey Global Institute: “India's urban awakening: Building inclusive cities, sustaining economic

growth” (April 2010), pg 8. Available online:
http://www.mckinsey.com/~/media/McKinsey/Global%20Themes/Urbanization/Urban%20awakening%20in%20India/MGI_Indi
as_urban_awakening_executive summary.ashx

*  Milton Vincent, 4 Gospel Primer for Christians (Bemidji, MN: Focus, 2008). 14
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4 Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary, “Christianity in its Global Context, 1970-2020: Society, Religion, and

Mission,” accessed July 20, 2015, www.globalchristianity.org/globalcontext/.

> Recruiting, Training and Deployment of BAM: Practitioners: Successes and Challenges, (report by Business as

Mission Global Think Tank, July 2015), 3, accessed July 16, 2015, http://bamthinktank.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/BMTT-
IG-BAM-Recruiting-Training-and-Deployment-Final-Report-July-2015.pdf.

6 Accelerating the Fulfillment of the Great Commission in our Generation,” Global Network of Mission Structures

(2010), accessed July 16, 2015, http://www.gnms.net/envisioning.html

7 David Platt, interview by Aaron Cline Hanbury, “Should We Change How We Think About Missions?” Relevant

Magazine, June 25, 2015, accessed July 16, 2015, http://www.relevantmagazine.com/ god/worldview/change-way-you-think-
about-missions/.
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