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28 K. Condon, “The Sacrament of Healing (Jas 5:14-15),” Scripture 11 (1959) 33-42; J. Coppens, “Jacq v, 13-15 et
I’onction des maladies.” ETL 53 (1977) 201-207; B. Reicke, “L’onction des maladies d’aprés S. Jacques,” Maison-
Dieu 113 (1973) 50-56; D. Lys, L’onction dans la Bible (Paris: Presses Universitaires, 1954); F. W. Puller, The
Anointing of the Sck in Scripture and Tradition (London: SPCK, 1904).

2 As D. J. Moo says in his commentary, “The Greek text leaves us in doubt about it being exclusively masculinein
orientation.” D. J. Moo, The Letter of James, 247.
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30 Seel. H. Marshall, New Testament Theology: Many Witnesses, One Gospel (Downers Grove: [V P, 2004), 632.
31 P. H. Davids, James (NIGTC; Grand Rapids/Carlisle: Eerdmanns/Paternoster, 1982), 196.
32 Certainly, Jesus’ ministry was one where prayer and healing coincided, too. Cf. Matt 21:22; Mark 9:29; 11:24.

33 In intertestamental times, God’s people are also encouraged to turn to the Lord for healing, too (Tob 5:10; Sir
38:9)
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% For example, R. P. Martin focuses his attention on James drawing the comparison with Elijah’s nature and that of
the rest of humanity. R. P. Martin, James (WBC 48; Waco: Word, 1998), 212. D. J. Moo sees a general referenceto
Elijah and drought that is borrowed from Jewish tradition. D. J. Moo, The Letter of James, 248.

For further explanation of the Jewish background see H. H. D. Williams, “Further Encouragement to Pray:
Examining James 5:16b in relation to Context” in My Brother’s Keeper: Essays in Honor of Ellis R. Brotzman
(Edited by T. J. Marinello and H. H. D. Williams, 111; Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock, 2009), 78-90.

The word in Greek is homoiopathés. The word is also used in Acts 14:3 to show that Paul and Barnabas are just
like the citizens of Lystra who perceive them to be gods. R. P. Martin, James, 212.

35 For further explanation of the Jewish background see H. H. D. Williams, “Further Encouragement to Pray:
Examining James 5:16b in relation to Context” in My Brother’s Keeper: Essays in Honor of Ellis R. Brotzman
(Edited by T. J. Marinello and H. H. D. Williams, 111; Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock, 2009), 78-90.

3 The word in Greek is homoiopathés. The word is also used in Acts 14:3 to show that Paul and Barnabas are just
like the citizens of Lystrawho perceive them to be gods. R. P. Martin, James, 212.
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L Patrick Johnstone and Duane A. Miller “Believers in Christ from a Muslim Background: A Global Census,”
Interdisciplinary Journal of Research on Religion, vol. 11, Article 1, (2015): 17.
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2 Abul Ala Mawdudi, “The Punishment of the Apostate According to Islamic Law,” (1953) translated 1994 from
Urdu by Husain, Syed Silas, and Ernest Hahn, http://www.answeringislam.info/Hahn/M awdudi/index.htm, accessed
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4 John Travis and Dudley Woodberry, “When God’s Kingdom Grows Like Yeast: Frequently-Asked-Questions
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Mind of Missions: Where Have We Gone Wrong? (Downers Grove: | VP, 2000); C. Rene Padilla, “Halistic
Mission,” in A New Vision, ANew Heart, A Renewed Call: Lausanne Occasional PapersFromthe 2004 Forum
for World Evangelization, ed. William Claydon (Pasadena: William Carey Library, 2005), 11-23; Andrew F.
Wallsand Cathy Ross, ed., Missionin the Twenty-first Century: Exploring the Five Marks of Global Mission
(London: Darton, Longman & Todd, 2008).

4 Though Wright does not make adisti nction between an “institutional ” church mission of creation careandthe
environmental activitiesof individualsor groupsof Christiansin society operati ng apart fromthe structuresand
direct leadership of thelocal church (adistinctionin keeping with Abraham Kuyper’s distinction between the
“institutional church” and the “organic church”), he nonetheless clearly includes both the “institutional ”
church andtheindividual Christianin hisunderstanding of the obligation to pursue a mission of creation care.
This paper will employ theterm “institutional church” sinceit helps clarify the issue of whether thereisa
differencein the creation careresponsibility of theinstitutional church in contrast to the creation care
responsibility of individual s or groups of Christians when functioning apart from thedirect oversight and
operationsof theinstitutional church.

5 Christopher JH. Wright, “My Pilgrimagein Theology,” Themelios 19 (May 1994), 4.
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6 Others, like Walter Kaiser, are hesitant to adopt a paradigmatic approach to Israel asamodel for the nations
because, according to Wright, they are reacting to the extremes of theonomy. See Christopher J. H. Wright,
“The Eth- ical Authority of the Old Testament: A Survey of Approaches,” Tyndale Bulletin 43.2 (Nov 1992),
206. In comparison to Wright, Kaiser’s approach to formulating ethical applications from OT law codes
(employing what Kaiser labelsa “ladder of abstractions”) represents what can be seen asamore qualified and
restrained application of OT law to con- temporary ethics.

7 Christopher J. H. Wright, “The Authority of Scripturein an Age of Relativism: Old Testament Perspectives,”
in The Gospel inthe Modern World: A Tribute to John Stott, ed. Martyn Eden and David F. Wells (Downers
Grove: VP, 1991), 43.

81bid., 44.

91bid.

10 1bid., 46. This approach seemsto parallel the pre-critical understanding of Scripture which “saw in the biblical
narratives a coherent world in its own right that had areality of its own and into which the biblical interpreters have
to fit their own lives.” John Sailhamer, Introduction to Old Testament Theology: A Canonical Approach (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1995), 36.

1 Wright, “The Authority of Scripture,” 46.

12 |bid., 45.

13 Christopher J. H. Wright, “God or Mammon: Biblical Perspectives on Economies in Conflict,” Mission Studies
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12.2 (1995): 148.

14 Wright, “My Pilgrimage in Theology,” 4.

15 Wright, “The Ethical Authority of the Old Testament,” (Nov 1992), 228.
16 1hid., 229

7 1hid.

8 1bid.

¥ 1hid., 230

21 bid.

21bid
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2 1bid

2 1bid.,231.

24 Christopher J. H. Wright, Old Testament Ethics for the People of God (Downers Grove: 1V P, 2004), 116.
3 1bid., 127

2 Wright, The Mission of God, 425.

27 Christopher J. H. Wright, God’s Peoplein God’sLand: Family, Land, and Propertyinthe Old Testament
(Grand Rapids. Eerdmans, 1990), 175-176.
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2 Wright, Old Testament Ethics,30

30 hid. 19.

S bid.

32 Wright, The Mission of God, 394-395.
3 Wright, “God or Mammon,” 149.

34 Concerning land redistribution, Wright argues: “[ The OT system of land tenure] isitself areflection of God’s
wider original creation purpose for mankind onthe earth. That all people should have accessto some of the
resources of the earth that is God’s gift isabasic human right which takes priority over the unchecked
accumulation of private ownership. Israel, as God’s redeemed, ‘model” community, were given aninstitution
designed to protect thisprinciple intheir own stewardship of their land. So we may justifiably takeit asamoral
paradigm and apply itsforceasa‘lever’ in Christian-based argumentsfor land reform.” Wright, God’sPeoplein
God’sLand, 177. Concerning wealthredistribution, Wright believeson thebasisof the OT paradigm, “If inour
day therich— individual sor nations— cannot be per suaded [origi nal emphasis] to make the sacrifices
necessary to enable amore equitable deal for the poor, we facethe moral and political question of whether they
should be compelled to do so, whether by radical revolutionary meansor by the more gentle process of
redistributivetaxation,” ibid., 179. Concerning resource distributionin general, Wright isconvinced that “The
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moral principlesof thejubileearetherefore universalizableon the basisof themoral consistency of God. What
God required of Israel reflectswhat in principle he desires for humanity; namely, broadly equitable distribution
of the resources of the earth, especially land, and a curb on the tendency to accumulation with itsinevitable
oppression and alienation.” Wright, Old Testament Ethics, 207.

35 Christopher J. H. Wright, “Mission and God’s Earth,” in Perspectives on the World Christian Movement: A
Reader, 4th Ed., ed. Ralph D. Winter and Steven C. Hawthorne (Pasadena: William Carey Library, 2009), 32.

36 Wright, Old Testament Ethics, 442
37 1bid., 451.

38 ChrisWright, “Christ and the Mosaic of Pluralisms,” in Global Missiology For The 21st Century: The
Iguassu Dialogue, ed. William D. Taylor (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2000), 76.

39 Wright, The Mission of God, 52.
40 Wright, Old Testament Ethics, 450
4 Wright, The Mission of God, 53.

42 Wright, Old Testament Ethics, 4609.
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4 Wright, The Mission of God, 53-54.
“1bid., 59.

5 1bid., 61
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% Bruce K. Waltke, An Old Testament Theol ogy: An Exegetical, Canonical, and Thematic Approach (Grand
Rap- ids: Zondervan, 2007), 220.

47 Peter J. Gentry and Stephen J. Wellum, Kingdom through Covenant: A Biblical-Theol ogical Understanding
of the Covenants (Wheaton: Crossway, 2012), 194-216.

4 There are some who continue to resist allowing for any explicit creation care mandate in Genesis 1-2. Cyril
Rodd, for instance, argues: “It needsto be asserted asforceful ly aspossiblethat the question of safeguardingthe
environ- ment did not enter into [the Old Testament writers’] thinking. . .. What | am claimingisthat thereisno
explicit demand to care for the environment, because it did not occur to anyone in ancient Israel to make such a
plea. Such ademand may beimplicitinthe creation narrativesand the ‘cosmic covenant,” but hardly ever (if at
all) inthe Old Testament are human bei ngs urged to take active measuresto conserve nature.” Cyril S. Rodd,
Glimpses of a Srange Land: Sudiesin Old Testament Ethics (Edinburgh: T & T, 2001), 249. David Horrell
agreesthat “Even the apparently most valuabl e eco- textsdo not straightforwardly imply any particular pattern
of ethical responsibility towardscreation.” David G. Horrell, The Bibleand the Environment: TowardsaC Critical
Ecol ogical Biblical Theol ogy (L ondon: Equinox, 2010), 118.

49 Wright doesrecogni ze di sconti nuity betweenthe covenants. Heagreesthat thereisnot “aflat identity between
thetwo Testaments” nor does he “overlook the diversity withinthe Testamentsand the crucial developments
between them” such asthedifferent “historical eras, covenantal articul ations, and changing cultural contextsat
each stage of [the biblical storyling].” Wright, Old Testament Ethics, 315. The critique of this paper isnot that
Wright does not recogni ze any discontinuity but that hisrecognition of discontinuity isinsufficient. Inthefinal
analysis, for Wright “the unity of God’speopleintheBibleisafar moreimportant theological truththanthe
different periodsof their historical existence.” Christopher J. H. Wright, “The Whole Church: aBrief Biblical
Survey,” Evangelical Review of Theol ogy 34.1 (Jan 2010), 19.
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%0 Gentry and Wellum, Kingdomthrough Covenant, 604.

5! Hosea4:1-3[ESV] “Hear theword of the LORD, you Israglites, becausethe LORD hasachargeto bring
against youwho liveintheland: ‘Thereisno faithfulness, nolove, no acknowledgement of God intheland.
Thereisonly curs- ing, lying and murder, stealing and adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows
bloodshed. Because of this, theland driesup, and all who liveinit waste away; the beasts of thefield, the birds
inthe sky and thefishinthe seaare swept away.””

52 Christopher J. H. Wright, The Mission of God’s People: A Biblical Theology of the Church’s Mission
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2010), 55.

3 Ibid.
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5 Millard J. Erickson, Christian Theology (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1983), 271.
5 1 bid.
5 Wright, Old Testament Ethics, 457.

57 Another way to understand thisissueisthrough the question: Whereisthelocus of authoritative and i nspired
meani ng — inthe human author’sintended meaning as embedded i n the text or inthe historical event or subject
matter to whichthetext refers? Whileit can besaid, in one sense, that God revealed himself in historical events,
many who per- sonally experienced that event-revelation (i.e. Israelitesin Moses’ day or Jews in Jesus’ day)
profoundly misinterpreted what they experienced. Scripture, on the other hand, is the only inspired
interpretation of those events and the only on going access we have to special revelation in history and isitself
atextual form of special revelation. But for those who accept some of the presuppositions and conclusions of
historical criticism, the question becomes. How can ahistorically embellished and questionabl etext function as
authoritative special revelation? Or for those who accept some of the epis- temological assumptions of post-
modernism, the question becomes: How can any text provide clear and authoritative propositional knowledge?
Some (like Schleiermacher in an earlier age) respond with an understanding of authority not in the textual
meaning but in the reader’s religious experience. Authority moves from text to experience, from author to
reader — as is common in many reader-response hermeneutical approaches today. Others in history
“developed elaborate apologetic approaches that sought to locate the truth of faith (revelation) in the history
(‘events’) that occurred behind thetextsof Scripture. The Bibleformally preservesitsauthority, but itsrelation
torevelation changes. I nstead of thetextsthemselves being directly revelatory, thetextswitnessto thetruth of
revelation occurringin history.” Charles

J. Scalise, Her meneuticsas Theol ogical Prolegomena:; A Canonical Approach (Macon, GA: Mercer UP,
1994), 11. While Schleiermacher moved authoritativerevel ation“infront of thetext” (areader’sexperience),
othersmoved authoritative revel ation “behind thetext” (the eventsof history). Incontrast, for those, like Stein,
who still approach Scripture ashistorical ly-trustworthy and epistemol ogical ly perspicuous, adistinctionis
mai ntai ned between textual meaning onthe one hand and either historical eventsor thereader’ssubjective
response ontheother hand. “Whenweareinvestigating the ‘text,” we are seeking to ascertain what pattern or
type of meaning the author willed to convey by histext. When we investigate the ‘event,” we are
investigating the historical subject matter referred to in the text,” and “Significance involvesaperson’s
attitude toward the meaning of atext. . . . Meaning bel ongsto the author; significance belongsto the reader.”
Robert H. Stein, Playing By The Rules: A Basic Guideto Inter preting the Bible (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1994),
48,

44. This understanding of authoritative textual meaning as found in the author’s explicit intent seemsto
cohere best

with the idea of divine textual inspiration as conveyed in 2 Timothy 3:16 and 2 Peter 1:20-21.
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%8 The mandate of Genesis1-2 for humanity andits(at |east partial) renewal in Genesis9isprobably thestrongest
OT argument for an explicit creation care command that applies, in some sense, to Christianstoday

% KevinJ. Vanhoozer, IsTherea Meaningin ThisText?: TheBible, the Reader, and the Morality of Literary
Knowl- edge (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998), 44.

% 1bid., 45.

61 Walter C. Kaiser and Moisés Silva, An Introduction to Biblical Hermeneutics: The Search for Meaning
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), 204.

52 See G. K. Beale, The Temple and the Church’s Mission: A Biblical Theol ogy of the Dwelling Place of God
(Downers Grove: | VP, 2004) for onewho argues strongly for Genesis 1-2 as presenting mankind as

fundamental ly functioning as priest-kingsin God’s presence. Beale arguesthat Christianstoday have the same
fundamental priestly tasksas Adam: learning and teaching God’sWord, prayer, holy living, and witnessi ng,
ibid., 398-400.
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88 See David VanDrunen, Living in God’s Two Kingdoms: A Biblical Vision for Christianity and Culture (Wheaton:
Crossway, 2010) for further development of this distinction between the biblical covenants.
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1 See the third edition of Women in the Church: A Fresh Analysis of 1 Timothy 2:9-15, ed. Andreas K ostenberger
and Thomas R. Schreiner (Wheaton: Crossway, 2016).
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2 By relationships | mean erotic relationships for the purpose of this paper.

3 “William J. Webb, Saves, Women & Homosexuals: Exploring the Hermeneutics of Cultural Analysis (Downers
Grove: InterVarsity, 2001).

4 Thomas R. Schreiner, “William J. Webb’s Saves, Women & Homosexuals: A Review Article,” The Southern
Baptist Journal of Theology 6 (2002): 46-64
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2 preston M. Sprinkle, “Romans 1 and Homosexuality: A Critical Review of James Brownson’s Bible, Gender, and
Sexuality,” BBR 24 (2014): 522-26; cf. idem, People to Be Loved: Why Homosexuality Is not Just an Issue (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 2015), 58-61.

2 gprinkle, “Romans 1 and Homosexuality,” 526-27; idem, Sprinkle, People to Be Loved, 61-64.

30 sprinkle, People to Be Loved, 35-36. The quotation is on p. 36.
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31 Brownson, Reframing the Church's Debate on Same-Sex Relationships, 246. Sprinkle shows that Brownson
actually contradicts himself here since he had earlier argued that Paul didn’t think procreation played a role in Paul’s
view of marriage (“Romans 1 and Homosexuality,” 519).

32 Sprinkle, “Romans 1 and Homosexuality,” 519-22.

33 Brownson, Reframing the Church's Debate on Same-Sex Relationships, 127-46.

34 See dl so the arguments of Sprinkle, People to Be Loved, 98-100.

35 Brownson, Reframing the Church's Debate on Same-Sex Relationships, 149-78. Remarkably, he argues that those

condemned for judging in Romans 2 are self-righteous Christians (p. 152). Actually, it is quite clear that Paul speaks
about unbelievers who haven’t repented and trusted in Christ, and thus Brownson missteps quite dramatically here.
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43 See Sprinkle, People to Be Loved, 211-12, n. 29.
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% Thisis a common observation. See Sprinkle, People to Be Loved, 108-15.
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4 Glen Schwartz,When Charity Destroys Dignity: Overcoming Unhealthy Dependency In the Christian Movement
(Authorhouse, 2007)

5 Jack Barentsen, Emerging Leadership in the Pauline Mission: A Social Identity Perspective on Local Leadership

Development in Corinth and Ephesus (Princeton Theological Monograph Series; Eugene, OR: Pickwick
Publications, 2011)
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